The Twelve Sons of Jacob and the Meaning of the Blessings as they Relate to the 144,000 who are Sealed by God
The Wives of Jacob and their Maid Serrvants who are the Mothers of his Twelve Sons
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The Twelve Sons of Jacob and the Blessings
Take notice that in the blessings of the tribes that is revealed by Moses, the tribes of Simeon and Levi are not given a blessing. This is in
fulfillment of the Prophetic Word spoken over them by their father Jacob in Genesis 49:5-7. Their blessing is to be gained from working
with the other tribes. They are not to be honored with a separate blessing, because of their anger, until the Appearing of the Lord.
Jacob’s Sons,
Israel Tribe
01-Reuben

Meaning of
Name
See, a son
(This
name
means “who
sees the son;
the vision of
the son”)

02-Simeon

03-Levi

Mother

Birth Verse

Leah

Genesis 29:32 So Leah
conceived and bore a son,
and she called his name
Reuben; for she said, "The
LORD has surely seen my
affliction. Now therefore,
my husband will love me."

Hearing
(This
name
means “that
hears or obeys;
that is heard”)

Leah

Joined;
attached
(This
name
means
“associated
with him”)

Leah

Genesis 29:33 Then she
conceived again and bore a
son, and said, "Because the
LORD has heard that I am
unloved, He has therefore
given me this son also."
And she called his name
Simeon.
Genesis 29:34 She
conceived again and bore a
son, and said, "Now this
time my husband will
become attached to me,
because I have borne him
three sons." Therefore his
name was called Levi.

Blessing by Jacob
Genesis 49:3-4 3"Reuben,
you are my firstborn, my
might and the beginning
of my strength, the
excellency of dignity and
the excellency of power.
4
Unstable as water, you
shall not excel, because
you went up to your
father's bed; then you
defiled it— he went up to
my couch.
Genesis 49:5-7 5"Simeon
and Levi are brothers;
instruments of cruelty are
in their dwelling place.
6
Let not my soul enter
their council; let not my
honor be united to their
assembly; for in their
anger they slew a man,
and in their self-will they
hamstrung an ox. 7Cursed
be their anger, for it is
fierce; and their wrath, for
it is cruel! I will divide
them in Jacob and scatter
them in Israel.

Blessing by Moses
Deuteronomy 33:6 6"Let Reuben live, and not die, nor let
his men be few."

No blessing given by Moses because of the block of the
Prophetic Word of the blessing spoken by Jacob. They cannot
get the Seal until the Appointed Time of the Harvest
Judgment.

Deuteronomy 33:8-11 8And of Levi he said: "Let Your
Thummim and Your Urim be with Your holy one, Whom
You tested at Massah, and with whom You contended at the
waters of Meribah, 9who says of his father and mother, 'I
have not seen them'; nor did he acknowledge his brothers,
or know his own children; for they have observed Your
Word and kept Your covenant. 10They shall teach Jacob
Your judgments, and Israel Your law. They shall put
incense before You, and a whole burnt sacrifice on Your
altar. 11Bless his substance, LORD, and accept the work of
his hands; strike the loins of those who rise against him, and
of those who hate him, that they rise not again."

Meaning of names of the mother’s who were wives (1 & 2) or concubines (1b and 2b) of Jacob: (1) Leah: (This name means “weary; tired”), (1b) Bilhah: (This name
means “who is old or confused”). (2) Rachel: (This name means “sheep”). (2b) Zilpah: (This name means “distillation from the mouth”).
And the meaning of the name of Joseph’s wife Asenath: (This name means “peril; misfortune”) daughter of Potipherah, a priest of On. (The meaning of the name
“Potipherah” is “that scatters abroad, or demolishes, the fat”; and the meaning of the name “On” is “pain; force; iniquity”)
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Jacob’s Sons,
Israel Tribe
04-Judah

05-Dan

06-Naphtali

Meaning of
Name
Yah be praised
(Name Means:
“The praise of
the Lord;
confession”.)
(The name
“Massah”
means
“temptation”)
(The name
“Meribah”
means “dispute,
quarrel”; the
name
“Thummim”
means “truth,
perfection”; and
the name Urim
means “lights,
fire”.)
Judge
(This name
means
“judgment; he
that judges”)

My wrestling
(This name
means “that
struggles or
fights”)

Mother

Birth Verse

Blessing by Jacob

Blessing by Moses

Leah

Genesis 29:35 And she
conceived again and bore a
son, and said, "Now I will
praise Yahweh." Therefore she
called his name Judah. Then
she stopped bearing.

Genesis 49:8 8"Judah, you are he
whom your brothers shall praise;
your hand shall be on the neck of
your enemies; your father's
children shall bow down before
you.

Deuteronomy 33:7 7And this he said of
Judah: "Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, and
bring him to his people; let his hands be
sufficient for him, and may You be a help
against his enemies."

Bilhah

Genesis 30:6 Bilhah (Rachel's
servant) Then Rachel said,
"God has judged my case; and
He has also heard my voice
and given me a son." Therefore
she called his name Dan.

Genesis 49:16-18 16"Dan shall
judge his people as one of the
tribes of Israel. 17Dan shall be a
serpent by the way, a viper by the
path, that bites the horse's heels
so that its rider shall fall
backward. 18I have waited for
your salvation, O LORD!

Deuteronomy 33:22 22And of Dan he said:
"Dan is a lion's whelp; he shall leap from
Bashan."

Bilhah

Genesis 30:7-8 (Rachel's
servant) Rachel said, "With
great wrestlings I have
wrestled with my sister, and
indeed I have prevailed." So
she called him Naphtali.

Genesis 49:21 21"Naphtali is a
deer let loose; he uses beautiful
Words.

Deuteronomy 33:23 23And of Naphtali he
said: "O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and
full of the blessing of the LORD, possess the
west and the south."
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Jacob’s Sons,
Israel Tribe
07-Gad

Meaning of Name

Mother

Birth Verse

Blessing by Jacob

Troop; invader; good
fortune
(This name means “a
band; a troop”)

Zilpah

Genesis 30:11 (Leah's
servant) Then Leah said,
"A troop comes!" So she
called his name Gad.

Genesis 49:19 19"Gad, a troop
shall tramp upon him, but he
shall triumph at last.

08-Asher

Happy
(This name means
“happiness”)

Zilpah

Genesis 30:13 (Leah's
servant) Then Leah said,
"I am happy, for the
daughters will call me
blessed." So she called
his name Asher.

Genesis 49:20 20"Bread from
Asher shall be rich, and he shall
yield royal dainties.

09-Issachar

Man of hire
(This name means
“reward; recompense”)

Leah

10-Zebulun

Dwelling
(This name means
“dwelling; habitation”)

Leah

Genesis 30:18 Leah said,
"God has given me my
hire [wages] because I
have given my maid to
my husband." So she
called his name
Issachar.
Genesis 30:20b Leah
said, "...now my
husband will dwell with
me, because I have
borne him six sons." So
she called his name
Zebulun.

Genesis 49:14-15 14"Issachar is
a strong donkey, lying down
between two burdens; 15he saw
that rest was good, and that the
land was pleasant; he bowed his
shoulder to bear a burden, and
became a band of slaves.
Genesis 49:13 13"Zebulun shall
dwell by the haven of the sea; he
shall become a haven for ships,
and his border shall adjoin
Sidon.

Blessing by Moses
Deuteronomy 33:20 20And of Gad he
said: "Blessed is he who enlarges Gad;
he dwells as a lion, and tears the arm
and the crown of his head. 21He
provided the first part for himself,
because a lawgiver's portion was
reserved there. He came with the
heads of the people; he administered
the justice of the LORD, and His
judgments with Israel."
Deuteronomy 33:24-25 24And of
Asher he said: "Asher is most blessed
of sons; let him be favored by his
brothers, and let him dip his foot in
oil. 25Your sandals shall be iron and
bronze; as your days, so shall your
strength be.
Deuteronomy 33:18-19 18And of
Zebulun he said: "Rejoice, Zebulun,
in your going out, and Issachar in
your tents! 19They shall call the
peoples to the mountain; there they
shall offer sacrifices of righteousness;
for they shall partake of the
abundance of the seas and of
treasures hidden in the sand."
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Jacob’s Sons,
Israel Tribe
11-Joseph

12-Benjamin

Meaning of Name
Increaser
(This name means
“increase;
addition”)

Son of the right
hand
(This name means
“son of the right
hand, son of the
Righteous works”.
In Jeremiah 31:1516 it shows the
value of the name.)

Mother
Rachel

Rachel

Birth Verse
Genesis 30:24 So she called
his name Joseph, and said,
"The LORD shall add to me
another son.".

Genesis 35:18 As her soul
was departing (for she died),
she called his name Ben-Oni
[son of my sorrow (Actually –
son of her vigor, not just a
sorrow.).]; but his father
called him Ben-Jamin. (Son of
the right hand (This added a
blessing, not a big change.).)

Blessing by Jacob
Genesis 48:21-22 21And Israel said
to Joseph, "Behold, I am going to die,
and God will be with you, and He
will return you to the land of your
forefathers. 22And I have given you
one portion over your brothers,
which I took from the hand of the
Amorite with my sword and with my
bow."
Genesis 49:22-26 22"Joseph is a fruitful
bough, a fruitful bough by a well; his
branches run over the wall. 23The
archers have bitterly grieved him, shot
at him and hated him. 24But his bow
remained in strength, and the arms of
his hands were made strong by the
hands of the Mighty God of Jacob
(From there is the Shepherd, the Stone
of Israel), 25by the God of your father
who will help you, and by the
Almighty who will bless you with
blessings of heaven above, blessings of
the deep that lies beneath, blessings of
the breasts and of the womb. 26The
blessings of your father have excelled
the blessings of my ancestors, up to
the utmost bound of the everlasting
hills. They shall be on the head of
Joseph, and on the crown of the head
of him who was separate from his
brothers.
Genesis 49:27 27"Benjamin is a
ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall
devour the prey, and at night he shall
divide the spoil."

Blessing by Moses
Deuteronomy 33:13-17 13And of Joseph he
said: "Blessed of the LORD is his land, with
the precious things of heaven, with the dew,
and the deep lying beneath, 14with the
precious fruits of the sun, with the precious
produce of the months, 15with the best things
of the ancient mountains, with the precious
things of the everlasting hills, 16with the
precious things of the earth and its fullness,
and the favor of Him who dwelt in the bush.
Let the blessing come 'on the head of Joseph,
and on the crown of the head of him who
was separate from his brothers.' 17His glory
is like a firstborn bull, and his horns like the
horns of the wild ox; together with them he
shall push the peoples to the ends of the
earth; they are the ten thousands of Ephraim
(This name means “fruitful; increasing”), and
they are the thousands of Manasseh." (This
name means “forgetfulness; he that is
forgotten”)

Deuteronomy 33:12 12Of Benjamin he said:
"The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in
safety by Him, Who shelters him all the day
long; and he shall dwell between His
shoulders."

Page | 5 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

Jacob’s Blessings of the Two Sons of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, from Genesis 48, and by Moses in Deut. 33.
Here is the text of the blessings of Joseph’s two sons by Jacob.
Genesis 48:8-11 8Then Israel saw Joseph's sons, and said, “Who are these?” 9Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has
given me in this place.” And he said, “Please bring them to me, and I will bless them.” 10Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so
that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11And Israel said to Joseph, “I had
not thought to see your face; but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!”
Genesis 48:12-16 12So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth. 13And Joseph took
them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and
brought them near him. 14Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand
on Manasseh's head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 15And he blessed Joseph, and said: “God, before
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has fed me all my life long to this day, 16the Angel who has redeemed me
from all evil, bless the lads; let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers’ Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a
multitude in the midst of the earth.”
Genesis 48:17-19 17Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took hold of
his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. 18And Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is
the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” 19But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a
people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of
nations.”
Genesis 48:20-22 20So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God make you as Ephraim and as
Manasseh!’” And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh.
Here is the inclusion of the blessings of Joseph’s two sons by Moses.
Deuteronomy 33:13-17 13And of Joseph he said: "Blessed of the LORD is his land, with the precious things of heaven, with the dew, and
the deep lying beneath, 14with the precious fruits of the sun, with the precious produce of the months, 15with the best things of the
ancient mountains, with the precious things of the everlasting hills, 16with the precious things of the earth and its fullness, and the favor
of Him who dwelt in the bush. Let the blessing come 'on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him who was separate from
his brothers.' 17His glory is like a firstborn bull, and his horns like the horns of the wild ox; together with them he shall push the peoples
to the ends of the earth; they are the ten thousands of Ephraim (This name means “fruitful; increasing”), and they are the thousands of
Manasseh." (This name means “forgetfulness; he that is forgotten”)
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Please note that there are 14 tribes meantioned from 12 original sons, but interestingly there are 13 families. Take notice that in the Sealing
of the 144,000 that is accomplished at this Appointed Time (And is recorded in Revelation 7:1-8.), that the tribes of Ephraim and Dan are not
Sealed. Take notice that Jacob blessed Ephraim over Manasseh, but Ephraim will be the last to be sealed up in this day, for “to whom much
was given”, much is required. The Bible reveals that Ephraim was continually called by the Lord, but they would not hear Him and would
not come out. Thus, they will be the last. Dan is the one who hid on ships. The ships on the sea is referring to mixing with the enemy, for
the Lord says in Rev. 17:15 that the peoples, nations, and tongues are the Sea. Thus, Dan was trying to keep his commerce by being
lukewarm and compromise with the oppressors, just in case.
Jacob’s Sons,
Israel Tribe

Meaning of Name

Mother

Those Sealed in the 144,000 Rev. 7

01-Reuben

See, a son (This name means “who sees the son; the vision of the
son”)

Leah

12,000

02-Simeon

Hearing (This name means “that hears or obeys; that is heard”)

Leah

12,000

03-Levi

Joined; attached (This name means “associated with him”)

Leah

12,000

04-Judah

Yah be praised (Name Means: “The praise of the Lord;
confession”.)

Leah

12,000

05-Dan

Judge (This name means “judgment; he that judges”)

Bilhah

0

06-Naphtali

My wrestling (This name means “that struggles or fights”)

Bilhah

12,000

07-Gad

Troop; invader; good fortune (This name means “a band; a
troop”)

Zilpah

12,000

08-Asher

Happy (This name means “happiness”)

Zilpah

12,000

09-Issachar

Man of hire (This name means “reward; recompense”)

Leah

12,000

Other Son & Israel Tribe

10-Zebulun

Dwelling (This name means “dwelling; habitation”)

Leah

12,000

11-Joseph

Increaser (This name means “increase; addition”)

Rachel

12,000

12-Benjamin

Son of the right hand (This name means “son of the right hand,
son of the Righteous works”)

Rachel

12,000

13-Manasseh (Joseph’s 1st son)

(This name means “forgetfulness; he that is forgotten”)

Asenath

12,000

14-Ephraim (Joseph’s 2nd son)
Included under Joseph Seal. Note
That it is in the 11th position. The
position of the Hidden Power of
God (And Joseph was blessed with
the moon and stars bowing down.)

(This name means “fruitful; increasing”)

Asenath

0

Revelation 7:1-8 1After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should
not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we
have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." 4And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of
all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 5of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were
sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand
were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve
thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.
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The Events Preceding the Sealing of the 144,000 of the Tribes of Jacob.
First Seal: Bow of the Word of the Mouth
Revelation 6:1-2 1Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come
and see.” 2And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to
conquer.
Second Seal: Conflict on Earth – Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God
Revelation 6:3-4 3When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 4Another horse, fiery red, went out. And
it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword.
Third Seal: Scarcity on Earth – Choice of Provision
Revelation 6:5-6 5When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he
who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.”
Fourth Seal: Widespread Death on Earth – Punishment of Judgment
Revelation 6:7-8 7When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8So I looked, and behold, a
pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill
with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.
Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs – Justice of the Choice of Law
Revelation 6:9-11 9When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the Word of God and for the testimony
which they held. 10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell
on the earth?” 11Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of
their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.
Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances – The Judgment of the Knowledge of Man (Hosea 4:6)
Revelation 6:12-17 12I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair,
and the moon became like blood. 13And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14Then the
sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15And the kings of the earth, the great men, the
rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16and said to
the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of His
wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
Eigth Seal: The Plagues of God are Poured out on the Wicked for about a Half-Hour– A Half-Hour is 21 Months, or Seven Seasons
Revelation 8:1-6 1When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2And I saw the seven angels who stand before
God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 3Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that
he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of
the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And
there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 6So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.
Note: We have evidence that these Plagues occur with the first months of the Morning of the Day of the Lord because of the presence of the Trumpet
Angels who are observing the reaction of those under Judgment. They will go forth after the Plagues are lifted and blow their Trumpets.
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The Twelve Sons of Jacob and the Blessings in alignment with the Sealed Tribes given in Revelation 7:1-8.
The following chart shows the wonderful change of the positioning of the tribes in accordance to their blessing, as it is related to their
alignment in the Way that they are Sealed in the last Days recorded in Revelation 7:1-8. The listing is in perfect alignment to the Ways of
the Kingdom Works that these tribes were given to do within the blessings recorded in Genesis 49 and Deuteronomy 33. They completely
align with the Ways of the Seven Spirits of God. Please remember that the Gates of the New City will be of one of the names of these 12
sons. But, note also the foundations of the walls are of the names of the twelve apostles. So, it seems we are not restricted to go into any
specific gate. Rather we are to know the Ways of the names of the Works of these tribes and disciples. I will be explaining these in an audio
message and I will be providing comments. I will review the Kingdom Works of the names of the twelve apostles also in like manner.
Revelation 7:1-8 1After these things (The first Six Seal Judgments.) I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of
the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of
the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3saying, "Do not harm the earth,
the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." 4And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred
and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 5of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of
Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of
the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.
Jacob’s Sons,
Israel Tribe

Meaning of Name

Mother
& Son #

Sealed
144K
Rev. 7

Jacob’s Blessing of Gen. 49

Moses’ Blessing of Deut. 33

Comments

1-Judah

Yah be praised (Name
Means: “The praise of the
Lord; confession”.)

Leah
4th

12,000

Genesis 49:8 8"Judah, you are he
whom your brothers shall praise;
your hand shall be on the neck of
your enemies; your father's
children shall bow down before
you.

Deuteronomy 33:7 7And this he
said of Judah: "Hear, LORD, the
voice of Judah, and bring him to
his people; let his hands be
sufficient for him, and may You be
a help against his enemies."

Judah is given the first work
which is to guide the people to
hear the Words of God and
know to set themselves apart
from the world by His Words
and overcome the dragon.

2-Reuben

See, a son (This name means
“who sees the son; the vision
of the son”)

Leah
1st

12,000

Genesis 49:3-4 3"Reuben, you are
my firstborn, my might and the
beginning of my strength, the
excellency of dignity and the
excellency of power. 4Unstable as
water, you shall not excel, because
you went up to your father's bed;
then you defiled it— he went up
to my couch.

Deuteronomy 33:6 6"Let Reuben
live, and not die, nor let his men be
few."

Reuben initially lost his right
to the inheritance, for he
dishonored the Way of the
heritage. But, the acts of the
Reubenites gained the right to
be able to receive the Words of
Wisdom in the Last Days and
to bear witness to His Words
of the inheritance of God’s
elect who become saints.

3-Gad

Troop; invader; good
fortune (This name means
“a band; a troop”)

Zilpah
7th

12,000

Genesis 49:19 19"Gad, a troop
shall tramp upon him, but he shall
triumph at last.

Deuteronomy 33:20 20And of Gad
he said: "Blessed is he who enlarges
Gad; he dwells as a lion, and tears
the arm and the crown of his head.
21
He provided the first part for
himself, because a lawgiver's
portion was reserved there. He

Gad gains the Understanding
of the basic Ways of being
doers of His Words, and
becomes zealous to keep His
Words to overcome the Ways
of the Beast. He bears witness
to the Words of God that are
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came with the heads of the people;
he administered the justice of the
LORD, and His judgments with
Israel."

the Law of the Kingdom of
God, demanding all walk in
the Ways of His Pure
Language.

4-Asher

Happy (This name means
“happiness”)

Zilpah
8th

12,000

Genesis 49:20 20"Bread from
Asher shall be rich, and he shall
yield royal dainties.

Deuteronomy 33:24-25 24And of
Asher he said: "Asher is most
blessed of sons; let him be favored
by his brothers, and let him dip his
foot in oil. 25Your sandals shall be
iron and bronze; as your days, so
shall your strength be.

Asher will understand the
Counsel of the Lord and like
Elihu they will go forth
making known the Words of
God and the Counsel of the
Lord who will rule over the
earth from Heaven.

5-Naphtali

My wrestling (This name
means “that struggles or
fights”)

Bilhah
6th

12,000

Genesis 49:21 21"Naphtali is a deer
let loose; he uses beautiful Words.

Deuteronomy 33:23 23And of
Naphtali he said: "O Naphtali,
satisfied with favor, and full of the
blessing of the LORD, possess the
west and the south."

Naphtali makes known the
Ways of being doers of the
Words of God to enable the
Greater Promises of God that
have been prepared from the
foundations of the world.

6-Manasseh

(Joseph’s 1st son) (This
name means “forgetfulness;
he that is forgotten”)

Asenath
1st of the
11th Son

12,000

Genesis 48:20-22 20So he blessed
them that day, saying, “By you
Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God
make you as Ephraim and as
Manasseh!’” And thus, he set
Ephraim before Manasseh.

Deuteronomy 33:27 17His Glory is
like a firstborn bull, and his horns
like the horns of the wild ox;
together with them he shall push
the peoples to the ends of the earth;
they are the ten thousands of
Ephraim (This name means
“fruitful; increasing”), and they are
the thousands of Manasseh." (This
name means “forgetfulness; he that
is forgotten”)

Manasseh is to be like the
horns of a wild ox, and the
meaning is that he will cause
those who are of the world to
hear of the knowledge of
Truth and of the Glory of God
and thereby cause them to be
judged by hearing His Words
for the building of His
Kingdom. And they will be
zealous to bear witness that
those who refuse to turn and
receive His Words and Ways,
and those who reject to repent
and give the Lord Glory, will
be driven farther from the
Way of Righteousness by their
own choice. But Manaseh will
bear witness to the Works of
God of the Past and His
Covenant that now is.

7-Simeon

Hearing (This name means
“that hears or obeys; that is
heard”)

Leah
2th

12,000

Genesis 49:5-7 5"Simeon and Levi
are brothers; instruments of
cruelty are in their dwelling place.
6
Let not my soul enter their
council; let not my honor be
united to their assembly; for in
their anger they slew a man, and
in their self-will they hamstrung
an ox. 7Cursed be their anger, for
it is fierce; and their wrath, for it is

No Blessing.

This Tribe is an interesting
Sealing by the Lord. As you
can see they are not actually
blessed in either of the two
blessings of Genesis 49 and
Deuteronomy 33. However, it
is amazing because the Lord
gives them a great honor that
reveals that they are to be
keepers of the Works of the
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cruel! I will divide them in Jacob
and scatter them in Israel.

8-Levi

Joined; attached (This name
means “associated with
him”)

Leah
3rd

12,000

09-Issachar

Man of hire (This name
means “reward;
recompense”)

Leah
9th

12,000

Genesis 49:14-15 14"Issachar is a
strong donkey, lying down
between two burdens; 15he saw
that rest was good, and that the
land was pleasant; he bowed his
shoulder to bear a burden, and
became a band of slaves.

10-Zebulun

Dwelling (This name means
“dwelling; habitation”)

Leah
10th

12,000

Genesis 49:13 13"Zebulun shall
dwell by the haven of the sea; he
shall become a haven for ships,
and his border shall adjoin Sidon.
(The meaning of Sidon is to be a
border that draws out “plenty of
fish”. Meaning they stir up the
Good Works of God by helping

first six blessings and to repair
the breach of the Inheritance
to give rest to the tribes.
Likely by being zealous to
restore the people to the
correct calendar and to reestablish His Sabbath Days His
Feast Days. For they are to
bring back the Knowledge of
the Holy. Remember Simeon
was the second son and was to
bring forth the Words of
Wisdom.
Deuteronomy 33:8-11 8And of Levi
he said: "Let Your Thummim and
Your Urim be with Your holy one,
Whom You tested at Massah, and
with whom You contended at the
waters of Meribah, 9who says of his
father and mother, 'I have not seen
them'; nor did he acknowledge his
brothers, or know his own
children; for they have observed
Your Word and kept Your
Covenant. 10They shall teach Jacob
Your judgments, and Israel Your
law. They shall put incense before
You, and a whole burnt sacrifice on
Your altar. 11Bless his substance,
LORD, and accept the work of his
hands; strike the loins of those who
rise against him, and of those who
hate him, that they rise not again."

It is wonderful that the Lord
gives the tribe of Levi the Way
of the 8th Sealing. The #8 is
the
number
of
the
Regeneration. It bears witness
that His people are set apart
from the World not just by
desiring Him, but by hearing
and discerning the Words of
His Voice. It is the Way of the
1st Spirit that guides the people
to the Way of separating Light
from Darkness, but doing so
by the Ways of the Words of
the Pure Language, and by
teaching the people to walk
with One Shoulder in His Pure
Language.

Deuteronomy 33:18-19 18And of
Zebulun he said: "Rejoice, Zebulun,
in your going out, and Issachar in
your tents! 19They shall call the
peoples to the mountain; there they
shall
offer
sacrifices
of
righteousness; for they shall
partake of the abundance of the
seas and of treasures hidden in the
sand."

Issachar is a servant of the
Lord to make known the
Coming of the Kingdom of
God and to bear witness of the
Way of the Light that will seal
His people so that they shine.
Zebulon will also be a servant
for the Lord with great
understanding. Ten is the
fullness of the Works of the
Seven Spirit accompanied by
the double measure of the
Understanding of His Words
of Wisdom. They will help to
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people to discern the promises of
God and the Ways of enabling the
Good Works He desires to give the
people.)

stir up the Good Works of
God that are given to the
people who set themselves
apart by the Way of Truth.

11-Joseph

Increaser (This name means
“increase; addition”)

Rachel
11th

12,000

Genesis 48:21-22 21Then Israel
said to Joseph, “Behold, I am
dying, but God will be with you
and bring you back to the land of
your fathers. 22Moreover I have
given to you one portion above
your brothers, which I took from
the hand of the Amorite with my
sword and my bow.” (This portion
was Gilead which the Amorites
controlled.)
Genesis 49:22-26 22"Joseph is a
fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by
a well; his branches run over the
wall. 23The archers have bitterly
grieved him, shot at him and
24
hated him.
But his bow
remained in strength, and the
arms of his hands were made
strong by the hands of the Mighty
God of Jacob (From there is the
Shepherd, the Stone of Israel),
25
by the God of your father who
will help you, and by the Almighty
who will bless you with blessings
of heaven above, blessings of the
deep that lies beneath, blessings of
the breasts and of the womb.
26
The blessings of your father have
excelled the blessings of my
ancestors, up to the utmost bound
of the everlasting hills. They shall
be on the head of Joseph, and on
the crown of the head of him who
was separate from his brothers.

Deuteronomy 33:13-17 13And of
Joseph he said: "Blessed of the
LORD is his land, with the precious
things of heaven, with the dew, and
the deep lying beneath, 14with the
precious fruits of the sun, with the
precious produce of the months,
15
with the best things of the ancient
mountains, with the precious
things of the everlasting hills, 16with
the precious things of the earth and
its fullness, and the favor of Him
who dwelt in the bush. Let the
blessing come 'on the head of
Joseph, and on the crown of the
head of him who was separate from
his brothers.' 17His glory is like a
firstborn bull, and his horns like
the horns of the wild ox; together
with them he shall push the peoples
to the ends of the earth; they are
the ten thousands of Ephraim (This
name means “fruitful; increasing”),
and they are the thousands of
Manasseh." (This name means
“forgetfulness; he that is forgotten”)

The number 11 is the number
of the hidden Power of God to
accomplish the Great things of
the Lord who guides us with
the full measure of His Spirit
and with His Counsel of the
Wise Words of God. They
will follow the Counsel of the
Lord to guide the Way to
bring His people back to the
likeness of the Garden of Eden
as is foretold in Joel 2:3 and
Ezekiel 36:35.

12-Benjamin

Son of the right hand (This
name means “son of the
right hand, son of the
Righteous works”)

Rachel

12,000

Genesis 49:27 27"Benjamin is a
ravenous wolf; in the morning he
shall devour the prey, and at night
he shall divide the spoil."

Deuteronomy 33:12 12Of Benjamin
he said: "The beloved of the LORD
shall dwell in safety by Him, Who
shelters him all the day long; and
he shall dwell between His
shoulders."

Benjamin will be helpful in
bringing
forth
the
understanding of the Ways of
the Lord’s Covering of His
people so that they stand as
One by the Words of the One
Shepherd. Brings the Temple
of God inside His people.

Dan

Judge (This name means

Bilhah

0

Genesis 49:16-18

Deuteronomy 33:22

No Work in this Sealing. But,

16

"Dan shall

22

And of Dan
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“judgment; he that judges”)

Ephraim

(Joseph’s 2nd son (This name
means “fruitful; increasing”)

5th

Asenath
2nd of the
11th Son

0

judge his people as one of the
tribes of Israel. 17Dan shall be a
serpent by the way, a viper by the
path, that bites the horse's heels so
that its rider shall fall backward.
18
I have waited for your salvation,
O LORD!

he said: "Dan is a lion's whelp; he
shall leap from Bashan."

Dan will repent in this time
and come out of walking in te
Ways of the world. For there
is a Gate in the New Jerusalem
in the Name of Dan. It is
likened to Malachi 4:1-6, fo
rhte breach of the generations
must be restored.

Genesis 48:20-22 20So he blessed
them that day, saying, “By you
Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God
make you as Ephraim and as
Manasseh!’” And thus, he set
Ephraim before Manasseh.

Deuteronomy 33:27 17His glory is
like a firstborn bull, and his horns
like the horns of the wild ox;
together with them he shall push
the peoples to the ends of the earth;
they are the ten thousands of
Ephraim (This name means
“fruitful; increasing”), and they are
the thousands of Manasseh." (This
name means “forgetfulness; he that
is forgotten”)

Their Work in this Sealing to
give honor to the knowledge
of Truth that their father made
known. To make known the
Law of God in the Heavens
and of His punishments to
come. He will give Counsel by
the Ways of the Words of
Wisdom as the children of
Joseph in the Glory of the
Lord and the Patriarachs.

The Heritage Line of Jesus from Terah to Judah of the Twelve Sons of Jacob:
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The Heritage Line of Abraham to the Twelve Tribes.
The Wives of Abraham that are a type of key to the Restoration of the Breach to the God’s Kingdom in this, His Day.
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The Promise that the Coming of the Restoration is by Light through the Return to His Words.
Isaiah 62:1-12 For Zion’s sake (The entire Firmament is called “His Mount Zion”.) I will not hold My Peace, and for Jerusalem’s (The name Jerusalem
means the Kingdom Work of making known the Foundation of the Knowledge of God.) sake I will not rest, until her Righteousness goes forth as Brightness
(See Daniel 12:2-3. For it is the entrance of His Words that gives Light. Consider the walls of the Firmament are now dark (The Lord took me there to see
this and I can testifiy from first hand account of this.). Because they are hardened like a cast iron mirror and they have the Kingdom Work given to them of
separating the waters (All nations, peoples, multitudes and their languages – Rev. 17:15) from the waters that are to be below from the waters that are to be
above. And this is done by the Work of the Word Heaven. But, in Daniel 12:2-3 we see that they will shine when their work is done and darkness is removed
from the world.), and her salvation as a lamp that burns (As the wise virgins of Matthew 25:1-13.). 2The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, and all kings
your glory. You shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD will name. 13You shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; but you shall be
called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall
your sons marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 6I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;
they shall never hold their peace day or night. You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, 7and give Him no rest till He establishes and till
He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 8The LORD has sworn by His right hand and by the arm of His strength. “Surely I will no longer give your
grain as food for your enemies; and the sons of the foreigner shall not drink your new wine, for which you have labored. 9But those who have gathered it
shall eat it, and praise the LORD; those who have brought it together shall drink it in My holy courts.” 10Go through, go through the gates! Prepare the
way for the people; build up, build up the highway! Take out the stones, lift up a banner for the peoples! 11Indeed the LORD has proclaimed to the end
of the world: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Surely your salvation is coming; behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him.’” 12And they shall
call them The Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you shall be called Sought Out, a City Not Forsaken.
1

John 12:48 48He who rejects Me, and does not receive My Words, has that which judges him—the Word that I have spoken will judge him in the last Day;
Hosea 6:5 5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets (He gives them the instruction to hear His Words, and the Prophets like Elijah and Elisha have
shown them the Ways of His Precepts that enables the Covenants of His Statutes so that they are without excuse.), I have slain them by the Words of My
mouth; and your Judgments are like Light that goes forth;
Psalm 119:130 130The entrance of Your Words gives Light; it gives Understanding to the simple.
Daniel 12:1-4 1“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble,
such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time . And at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book.
2
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are
wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.” 4“But you, Daniel, shut
up the Words, and seal the book until the Time of the End; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”
Genesis 1:1-5 1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be Light”; and there was Light. 4And God saw the Light, that it
was Good; and God divided the Light from the darkness. 5God called the Light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning
were the first day.
Genesis 1:6-8 6Then God said, “Let there be a Firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” 7Thus God made the
firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. 8And God called
the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day.
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Genesis 47
Genesis 47New King James Version (NKJV)
Genesis 47:1-4 1Then Joseph went and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my brothers, their flocks and their herds and all that they
possess, have come from the land of Canaan; and indeed they are in the land of Goshen.” 2And he took five men from among his
brothers and presented them to Pharaoh. 3Then Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh,
“Your servants are shepherds, both we and also our fathers.” 4And they said to Pharaoh, “We have come to dwell in the land, because
your servants have no pasture for their flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now therefore, please let your servants
dwell in the land of Goshen.”
Genesis 47:5-6 5Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6The land of Egypt is before
you. Have your father and brothers dwell in the best of the land; let them dwell in the land of Goshen. And if you know any competent
men among them, then make them chief herdsmen over my livestock.”
Genesis 47:7-8 7Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8Pharaoh said to Jacob,
“How old are you?”
Genesis 47:9-10 9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are one hundred and thirty years; few and evil have
been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their
pilgrimage.” 10So Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh.
Genesis 47:11-12 11And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the
land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12Then Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household
with bread, according to the number in their families.
Joseph Deals with the Famine
Genesis 47:13-14 13Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and the land of
Canaan languished because of the famine. 14And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of
Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house.
Genesis 47:15 15So when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said,
“Give us bread, for why should we die in your presence? For the money has failed.”
Genesis 47:16-17 16Then Joseph said, “Give your livestock, and I will give you bread for your livestock, if the money is gone.” 17So they
brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, and for the
donkeys. Thus he fed them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that year.
Genesis 47:18-19 18When that year had ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that our
money is gone; my lord also has our herds of livestock. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands. 19Why
should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh;
give us seed, that we may live and not die, that the land may not be desolate.”
Page | 16 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

Genesis 47:20-22 20Then Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the Egyptians sold his field, because the
famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh’s. 21And as for the people, he moved them into the cities, from one end of the
borders of Egypt to the other end. 22Only the land of the priests he did not buy; for the priests had rations allotted to them by Pharaoh,
and they ate their rations which Pharaoh gave them; therefore, they did not sell their lands.
Genesis 47:23-24 23Then Joseph said to the people, “Indeed I have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh. Look, here is seed for
you, and you shall sow the land. 24And it shall come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be
your own, as seed for the field and for your food, for those of your households and as food for your little ones.”
Genesis 47:25-26 25So they said, “You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.”
26
And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should have one-fifth, except for the land of the priests only,
which did not become Pharaoh’s.
Joseph’s Vow to Jacob
Genesis 47:27-31 27So Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions there and grew and
multiplied exceedingly. 28And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and fortyseven years. 29When the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “Now if I have found favor in your
sight, please put your hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt, 30but let me lie with my
fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place.” And he said, “I will do as you have said.” 31Then he said,
“Swear to me.” And he swore to him. So Israel bowed himself on the head of the bed.
Footnotes:
Genesis 47:21 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, and Vulgate read made the people virtual slaves.
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Bereishit - Genesis - Chapter 47
Bereishit - Genesis - Chapter 47
Rashi's Commentary:
1Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and he said, "My father and my brothers and
their flocks and their cattle and all that is theirs, have come from the land of
Canaan, and behold, they are in the land of Goshen."

א ַו ָיּב ֹא יוֹסֵ ף ַו ַיּגֵּד לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר אָ בִ י וְ אַ חַ י וְ צ ֹאנָם
וּבְ קָ ָרם וְ כָל אֲשֶׁ ר לָהֶ ם בָּ אוּ מֵ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ָנﬠַן וְ הִ נָּם בְּ אֶ ֶרץ
גּשֶׁ ן:

2And from among his brothers he took five men, and he presented them before
Pharaoh.

וּמקְ צֵ ה אֶ חָ יו לָקַ ח ח ֲִמשָּׁ ה ֲאנ ִָשׁים ַויַּצִּ גֵם לִ פְ נֵי
ִ ב
פ ְַרעֹ ה:

3And Pharaoh said to his brothers, "What is your occupation?" And they said to
Pharaoh, "Your servants are shepherds, both we and our forefathers."

ֹאמרוּ אֶ ל
ְ ג ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר פּ ְַרעֹ ה אֶ ל אֶ חָ יו מַ ה מַּ ﬠֲשֵׂ יכֶם ַויּ
פּ ְַרעֹ ה רֹ ﬠֵה צ ֹאן ﬠֲבָ דֶ י� גַּם ֲאנַחְ נוּ גַּם אֲבוֹתֵ ינוּ:

4And they said to Pharaoh, "We have come to sojourn in the land, for your
servants' flocks have no pasture, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan.
Now, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen."

ד ַויּ ֹא ְמרוּ אֶ ל פּ ְַרעֹ ה לָגוּר בָּ אָ ֶרץ בָּ אנוּ כִּ י אֵ ין ִמ ְרﬠֶה
ַלצּ ֹאן אֲשֶׁ ר ַלﬠֲבָ דֶ י� כִּ י כָבֵ ד הָ ָרﬠָב בְּ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ָנﬠַן וְ ﬠַתָּ ה
י ְֵשׁבוּ נָא ﬠֲבָ דֶ י� בְּ אֶ ֶרץ גּשֶׁ ן:

5And Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, "Your father and your brothers have
come to you.

ה ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר פּ ְַרעֹ ה אֶ ל יוֹסֵ ף לֵאמֹ ר אָ בִ י� וְ אַ חֶ י� בָּ אוּ
�אֵ לֶי:

6The land of Egypt is [open] before you; in the best of the land settle your father
and your brothers. Let them dwell in the land of Goshen, and if you know that
there are capable men among them, make them livestock officers over what is
mine."

ואֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם לְ ָפנֶי� הִ וא בְּ מֵ יטַ ב הָ אָ ֶרץ הוֹשֵׁ ב אֶ ת
אָ בִ י� וְ אֶ ת אַ חֶ י� י ְֵשׁבוּ בְּ אֶ ֶרץ גּשֶׁ ן וְ ִאם יָדַ ﬠְ תָּ וְ יֶשׁ בָּ ם
אַ נְ שֵׁ י חַ יִ ל וְ שַׂ ְמתָּ ם שָׂ ֵרי ִמקְ נֶה ﬠַל אֲשֶׁ ר לִ י:

7So Joseph brought his father Jacob and stood him before Pharaoh, and Jacob
greeted Pharaoh.

ז ַויָּבֵ א יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אָ בִ יו ַו ַיּﬠ ֲִמדֵ הוּ לִ פְ נֵי פ ְַרעֹ ה
וַיְ בָ ֶר� ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אֶ ת פּ ְַרעֹ ה:

8And Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How many are the days of the years of your life?"
9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my sojournings are one
hundred thirty years. The days of the years of my life have been few and
miserable, and they have not reached the days of the years of the lives of my
forefathers in the days of their sojournings."
10So Jacob blessed Pharaoh and left Pharaoh's presence.

�ח ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר פּ ְַרעֹ ה אֶ ל ַיﬠֲקֹ ב כַּמָּ ה יְ מֵ י ְשׁנֵי חַ יֶּי:
לשׁים
ִ גוּרי ְשׁ
ַ ט ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אֶ ל פּ ְַרעֹ ה יְ מֵ י ְשׁנֵי ְמ
וּמאַ ת שָׁ נָה ְמﬠַט וְ ָרﬠִ ים הָ יוּ יְ מֵ י ְשׁנֵי חַ יַּי וְ ל ֹא הִ ִשּׂיגוּ
ְ
גוּריהֶ ם
ֵ אֶ ת יְ מֵ י ְשׁנֵי חַ יֵּי אֲבֹ תַ י בִּ ימֵ י ְמ:
יוַיְ בָ ֶר� ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אֶ ת פּ ְַרעֹ ה ַויֵּצֵ א ִמלִּ פְ נֵי פ ְַרעֹ ה:
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11Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and he gave them property in the
land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
mandated.

יאוַיּוֹשֵׁ ב יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת אָ בִ יו וְ אֶ ת אֶ חָ יו וַיִּ תֵּ ן לָהֶ ם ֲא ֻחזָּה
בְּ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם בְּ מֵ יטַ ב הָ אָ ֶרץ בְּ אֶ ֶרץ ַרﬠְ ְמסֵ ס ַכּאֲשֶׁ ר
צִ וָּה פ ְַרעֹ ה:

12And Joseph sustained his father and his brothers and his father's entire
household [with] bread according to the young children.

יבוַיְ כַלְ כֵּל יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת אָ בִ יו וְ אֶ ת אֶ חָ יו וְ אֵ ת כָּל בֵּ ית
אָ בִ יו לֶחֶ ם לְ פִ י הַ טָּ ף:

13Now there was no food in the entire land, for the famine had grown
exceedingly severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan were exhausted
because of the famine.

יגוְ לֶחֶ ם אֵ ין בְּ כָל הָ אָ ֶרץ כִּ י כָבֵ ד הָ ָרﬠָב ְמאֹ ד וַתֵּ לַהּ
אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם וְ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ַנﬠַן ִמפְּ נֵי הָ ָרﬠָב:

14And Joseph collected all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in
the land of Canaan with the grain that they were buying, and Joseph brought the
money into Pharaoh's house.

ידוַיְ ַלקֵּ ט יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת כָּל הַ כֶּסֶ ף הַ נִּ ְמצָ א בְ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם
וּבְ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ַנﬠַן בַּ שֶּׁ בֶ ר אֲשֶׁ ר הֵ ם שֹׁ בְ ִרים ַויָּבֵ א יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת
הַ כֶּסֶ ף בֵּ יתָ ה פ ְַרעֹ ה:

15Now the money was depleted from the land of Egypt and from the land of
Canaan, and all the Egyptians came to Joseph, saying, "Give us food; why should
we die in your presence, since the money has been used up?"

טווַיִּ תֹּ ם הַ כֶּסֶ ף מֵ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם וּמֵ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ַנﬠַן ַויָּבֹ אוּ כָל
ִמצְ ַריִ ם אֶ ל יוֹסֵ ף לֵאמֹ ר הָ בָ ה לָּנוּ לֶחֶ ם וְ לָמָּ ה נָמוּת
נֶגְ דֶּ � כִּ י אָ פֵס כָּסֶ ף:

16And Joseph said, "Give [me] your livestock, and I will give you [food in return]
for your livestock, if the money has been used up."

טז ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יוֹסֵ ף הָ בוּ ִמקְ נֵיכֶם וְ אֶ ְתּנָה ָלכֶם בְּ ִמקְ נֵיכֶם
אם אָ פֵס כָּסֶ ף:
ִ

17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food [in
return] for the horses and for the livestock in flocks and in cattle and in donkeys,
and he provided them with food [in return] for all their livestock in that year.

יז ַויָּבִ יאוּ אֶ ת ִמקְ נֵיהֶ ם אֶ ל יוֹסֵ ף וַיִּ תֵּ ן לָהֶ ם יוֹסֵ ף לֶחֶ ם
סּוּסים וּבְ ִמקְ נֵה הַ צּ ֹאן וּבְ ִמקְ נֵה הַ בָּ קָ ר וּבַ חֲמֹ ִרים
ִ ַבּ
וַיְ ַנ ֲהלֵם בַּ לֶּחֶ ם בְּ כָל ִמקְ נֵהֶ ם בַּ שָּׁ נָה הַ הִ וא:

18That year ended, and they came to him in the second year, and they said to
him, "We will not hide from my lord, for insofar as the money and the property
in animals have been forfeited to my lord, nothing remains before my lord,
except our bodies and our farmland.

יחו ִַתּתֹּ ם הַ שָּׁ נָה הַ הִ וא ַויָּבֹ אוּ אֵ לָיו בַּ שָּׁ נָה הַ שֵּׁ נִ ית
וּמקְ נֵה
ִ ֹאמרוּ לוֹ ל ֹא נְ כַחֵ ד מֵ אֲדֹ נִ י כִּ י ִאם תַּ ם הַ כֶּסֶ ף
ְ ַויּ
הַ בְּ הֵ מָ ה אֶ ל אֲדֹ נִ י ל ֹא נִ ְשׁאַ ר לִ פְ נֵי אֲדֹ נִ י בִּ לְ ִתּי ִאם
גְּ וִ יָּתֵ נוּ וְ אַ ְדמָ תֵ נוּ:

19Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our farmland? Buy us and
our farmland for food, so that we and our farmland will be slaves to Pharaoh, and
give [us] seed, so that we live and not die, and the soil will not lie fallow."

יטלָמָּ ה נָמוּת לְ ﬠֵינֶי� גַּם ֲאנַחְ נוּ גַּם אַ ְדמָ תֵ נוּ קְ נֵה אֹ תָ נוּ
וְ אֶ ת אַ ְדמָ תֵ נוּ בַּ לָּחֶ ם וְ נִ הְ יֶה ֲאנַחְ נוּ וְ אַ ְדמָ תֵ נוּ ﬠֲבָ ִדים
לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה וְ תֶ ן ז ֶַרע וְ נִ חְ יֶה וְ ל ֹא נָמוּת וְ הָ אֲדָ מָ ה ל ֹא תֵ שָׁ ם:

20So Joseph bought all the farmland of the Egyptians for Pharaoh, for the
Egyptians sold, each one his field, for the famine had become too strong for

כוַיִּ קֶ ן יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת כָּל אַ ְדמַ ת ִמצְ ַריִ ם לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה כִּ י מָ כְ רוּ
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them, and the land became Pharaoh's.

ִמצְ ַריִ ם ִאישׁ שָׂ דֵ הוּ כִּ י חָ זַק ֲﬠלֵהֶ ם הָ ָרﬠָב ו ְַתּהִ י הָ אָ ֶרץ
לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה:

21And he transferred the populace to the cities, from [one] end of the boundary
of Egypt to its [other] end.

כאוְ אֶ ת הָ ﬠָם הֶ ﬠֱבִ יר אֹ תוֹ ֶלﬠ ִָרים ִמקְ צֵ ה גְ בוּל ִמצְ ַריִ ם
וְ ﬠַד קָ צֵ הוּ:

22Only the farmland of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had an
allotment from Pharaoh, and they ate their allotment that Pharaoh had given
them; therefore, they did not sell their farmland.

כב ַרק אַ ְדמַ ת הַ כֹּ הֲנִ ים ל ֹא קָ נָה כִּ י חֹ ק ַלכֹּ הֲנִ ים מֵ אֵ ת
פּ ְַרעֹ ה וְ אָ כְ לוּ אֶ ת חֻקָּ ם אֲשֶׁ ר נָתַ ן לָהֶ ם פּ ְַרעֹ ה ﬠַל כֵּן
ל ֹא מָ כְ רוּ אֶ ת אַ ְדמָ תָ ם:

23Joseph said to the people, "Behold, I have bought you and your farmland today
for Pharaoh. Behold, you have seed, so sow the soil.

יתי אֶ ְתכֶם הַ יּוֹם וְ אֶ ת
ִ ִכג ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ל הָ ﬠָם הֵ ן קָ נ
אַ ְדמַ ְתכֶם לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה הֵ א ָלכֶם ז ֶַרע וּז ְַרﬠְ תֶּ ם אֶ ת הָ אֲדָ מָ ה:

24And it shall be concerning the crops, that you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and
the [remaining] four parts shall be yours: for seed for [your] field[s], for your
food, for those in your houses, and for your young children to eat."

ישׁית לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה וְ אַ ְרבַּ ע
ִ כדוְ הָ יָה בַּ ְתּבוּאֹ ת וּנְ תַ תֶּ ם ח ֲִמ
הַ יָּדֹ ת יִ הְ יֶה ָלכֶם לְ ז ֶַרע הַ שָּׂ דֶ ה וּלְ אָ כְ לְ כֶם וְ ַלאֲשֶׁ ר
בְּ בָ תֵּ יכֶם וְ ֶלאֱכֹ ל לְ טַ פְּ כֶם:

25They replied, "You have saved our lives! Let us find favor in my lord's eyes,
and we will be slaves to Pharaoh."

ֹאמרוּ הֶ חֱיִ תָ נוּ נִ ְמצָ א חֵ ן בְּ ﬠֵינֵי אֲדֹ נִ י וְ הָ יִ ינוּ
ְ כה ַויּ
ﬠֲבָ ִדים לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה:

26So Joseph made it a statute to this day concerning the farmland of Egypt for
the one fifth. Only the farmland of the priests alone did not become Pharaoh's.

כו ַויָּשֶׂ ם אֹ תָ הּ יוֹסֵ ף לְ חֹ ק ﬠַד הַ יּוֹם הַ זֶּה ﬠַל אַ ְדמַ ת
ִמצְ ַריִ ם לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה לַחֹ מֶ שׁ ַרק אַ ְדמַ ת הַ כֹּ הֲנִ ים לְ בַ דָּ ם ל ֹא
הָ יְ תָ ה לְ פ ְַרעֹ ה:

27And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt in the land of Goshen, and they acquired
property in it, and they were prolific and multiplied greatly.

כז ַויֵּשֶׁ ב יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל בְּ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם בְּ אֶ ֶרץ גּשֶׁ ן ַויֵּאָ חֲזוּ בָ הּ
וַיִּ פְ רוּ וַיִּ ְרבּוּ ְמאֹ ד:

28And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt for seventeen years, and Jacob's days, the
years of his life, were a hundred and forty seven years.

כחוַיְ חִ י ַיﬠֲקֹ ב בְּ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם ְשׁבַ ע ﬠ ְֶשׂ ֵרה שָׁ נָה וַיְ הִ י
וּמאַ ת שָׁ נָה
ְ יְ מֵ י ַי ֲﬠקֹ ב ְשׁנֵי חַ יָּיו שֶׁ בַ ע שָׁ נִ ים וְ אַ ְרבָּ ﬠִ ים:

29When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called his son Joseph and said to
him, "If I have now found favor in your eyes, now place your hand beneath my
thigh, and YOU SHALL DEAL WITH ME with lovingkindness and truth; do not
bury me now in Egypt.

כטוַיִּ קְ ְרבוּ יְ מֵ י יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל לָמוּת וַיִּ קְ ָרא | לִ בְ נוֹ לְ יוֹסֵ ף
�אתי חֵ ן בְּ ﬠֵינֶי� ִשׂים נָא י ְָד
ִ ַָויּ ֹאמֶ ר לוֹ ִאם נָא מָ צ
תַּ חַ ת יְ ֵרכִ י וְ ﬠ ִָשׂיתָ ﬠִ מָּ ִדי חֶ סֶ ד ֶואֱמֶ ת אַ ל נָא ִתקְ בְּ ֵרנִ י
בְּ ִמצְ ָריִ ם:

30I will lie with my forefathers, and you shall carry me out of Egypt, and you
shall bury me in their grave." And he said, "I will do as you say."

לוְ שָׁ כַבְ ִתּי ﬠִ ם אֲבֹ תַ י וּנְ שָׂ אתַ נִ י ִמ ִמּצְ ַריִ ם וּקְ בַ ְרתַּ נִ י
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�בִּ קְ ב ָֻרתָ ם ַויּ ֹאמַ ר אָ נֹ כִ י אֶ ﬠְ שֶׂ ה כִ ְדבָ ֶר:
31And he said, "Swear to me. " So he swore to him, and Israel prostrated himself
on the head of the bed.

לא ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר הִ שָּׁ בְ ﬠָה לִ י וַיִּ שָּׁ בַ ע לוֹ וַיִּ ְשׁתַּ חוּ יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל ﬠַל
ר ֹאשׁ הַ ִמּטָּ ה:
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Genesis 48
Jacob Blesses Joseph's Sons (Heb. 11:21)
Genesis 48:1-2 1Now it came to pass after these things that Joseph was told, "Indeed your father is sick"; and he took with him his two
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2And Jacob was told, "Look, your son Joseph is coming to you"; and Israel strengthened himself and sat up
on the bed.
Genesis 48:3-7 3Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4and said to me,
‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a multitude of people, and give this land to your descendants
after you as an everlasting possession.’ 5And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt
before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 6Your offspring whom you beget after them shall be
yours; they will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7But as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died beside
me in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath
(that is, Bethlehem).”
Genesis 48:8-11 8Then Israel saw Joseph's sons, and said, “Who are these?” 9Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has
given me in this place.” And he said, “Please bring them to me, and I will bless them.” 10Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so
that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11And Israel said to Joseph, “I had
not thought to see your face; but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!”
Genesis 48:12-16 12So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth. 13And Joseph took
them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and
brought them near him. 14Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand
on Manasseh's head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 15And he blessed Joseph, and said: “God, before
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has fed me all my life long to this day, 16the Angel who has redeemed me
from all evil, bless the lads; let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers’ Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a
multitude in the midst of the earth.”
Genesis 48:17-19 17Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took hold of
his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. 18And Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is
the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” 19But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a
people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of
nations.”
Genesis 48:20-22 20So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God make you as Ephraim and as
Manasseh!' " And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 21Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you and
bring you back to the land of your fathers. 22Moreover I have given to you one portion above your brothers, which I took from the hand
of the Amorite with my sword and my bow.” (This portion was Gilead which the Amorites controlled.)
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Bereishit - Genesis - Chapter 48
Bereishit - Genesis - Chapter 48
Rashi's Commentary:
1Now it came to pass after these incidents that [someone] said to Joseph,
"Behold, your father is ill." So he took his two sons with him, Manasseh and
Ephraim.

�אוַיְ הִ י אַ ח ֲֵרי הַ ְדּבָ ִרים הָ אֵ לֶּה ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר לְ יוֹסֵ ף הִ נֵּה אָ בִ י
חֹ לֶה וַיִּ קַּ ח אֶ ת ְשׁנֵי בָ נָיו ﬠִ מּוֹ אֶ ת ְמנַשֶּׁ ה וְ אֶ ת אֶ פְ ָריִ ם:

2And [someone] told Jacob and said, "Behold, your son Joseph is coming to
you." And Israel summoned his strength and sat up on the bed.

ב ַו ַיּגֵּד לְ ַיﬠֲקֹ ב ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר הִ נֵּה בִּ נְ � יוֹסֵ ף בָּ א אֵ לֶי� וַיִּ ְתחַ זֵּק
יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל ַויֵּשֶׁ ב ﬠַל הַ ִמּטָּ ה:

3And Jacob said to Joseph, "Almighty God appeared to me in Luz, in the land of
Canaan, and He blessed me.

ג ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אֶ ל יוֹסֵ ף אֵ ל שַׁ דַּ י נִ ְראָ ה אֵ לַי בְּ לוּז בְּ אֶ ֶרץ
כְּ ָנﬠַן וַיְ בָ ֶר� אֹ ִתי:

4And He said to me, 'Behold, I will make you fruitful and cause you to multiply,
and I will make you into a congregation of peoples, and I will give this land to
your seed after you for an everlasting inheritance.'

ית� וּנְ תַ ִתּי� לִ קְ הַ ל ﬠ ִַמּים
ִ ִד ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר אֵ לַי הִ נְ נִ י מַ פְ ְר� וְ הִ ְרבּ
וְ נָתַ ִתּי אֶ ת הָ אָ ֶרץ הַ זּ ֹאת לְ ז ְַרﬠֲ� אַ ח ֲֶרי� ֲא ֻחזַּת עוֹלָם:

5And now, [as for] your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt,
until I came to you, to the land of Egypt they are mine. Ephraim and Manasseh
shall be mine like Reuben and Simeon.

הוְ ﬠַתָּ ה ְשׁנֵי בָ נֶי� הַ נּוֹל ִָדים לְ � בְּ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ַריִ ם ﬠַד בֹּ ִאי
וּמנַשֶּׁ ה כִּ ְראוּבֵ ן וְ ִשׁ ְמעוֹן
ְ אֵ לֶי� ִמצְ ַריְ מָ ה לִ י הֵ ם אֶ פְ ַריִ ם
יִ הְ יוּ לִ י:

6But your children, if you beget [any] after them, shall be yours; by their
brothers' names they shall be called in their inheritance.

ווּמוֹל ְַד ְתּ� אֲשֶׁ ר הוֹל ְַדתָּ אַ ח ֲֵריהֶ ם לְ � יִ הְ יוּ ﬠַל שֵׁ ם
אֲחֵ יהֶ ם יִ קָּ ְראוּ בְּ ַנ ֲחלָתָ ם:

7As for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died to me in the land of Canaan
on the way, when there was still a stretch of land to come to Ephrath, and I
buried her there on the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem."

�ז ַואֲנִ י | בְּ בֹ ִאי ִמפַּדָּ ן מֵ תָ ה ָﬠלַי ָרחֵ ל בְּ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ַנﬠַן בַּ דֶּ ֶר
�בְּ עוֹד כִּ בְ ַרת אֶ ֶרץ לָב ֹא אֶ פְ ָרתָ ה וָאֶ קְ בְּ ֶרהָ שָּׁ ם בְּ דֶ ֶר
אֶ פְ ָרת הִ וא בֵּ ית לָחֶ ם:

8Then Israel saw Joseph's sons, and he said, "Who are these?"

ח ַויּ ְַרא יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל אֶ ת בְּ נֵי יוֹסֵ ף ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר ִמי אֵ לֶּה:

9Joseph said to his father, "They are my sons, whom God gave me here." So he
said, "Now bring them near to me, so that I may bless them."

ט ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ל אָ בִ יו בָּ נַי הֵ ם אֲשֶׁ ר נָתַ ן לִ י אֱ�הִ ים בָּ זֶה
 ַויּ ֹאמַ ר קָ חֶ ם נָא אֵ לַי ַואֲבָ רֲ כֵם:

10Now Israel's eyes had become heavy with age, [to the extent that] he could not
see. So he drew them near to him, and he kissed them and embraced them.

יוְ ﬠֵינֵי יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל כָּבְ דוּ ִמזֹּ קֶ ן ל ֹא יוּכַל לִ ְראוֹת ַו ַיּגֵּשׁ אֹ תָ ם
אֵ לָיו וַיִּ שַּׁ ק לָהֶ ם וַיְ חַ בֵּ ק לָהֶ ם:

11And Israel said to Joseph, "I had not expected to see [even] your face, and

יא ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל אֶ ל יוֹסֵ ף ְראֹ ה ָפנֶי� ל ֹא פִ לָּלְ ִתּי וְ הִ נֵּה
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behold, God has shown me your children too."

�ֶהֶ ְראָ ה אֹ ִתי אֱ�הִ ים גַּם אֶ ת ז ְַרﬠ:

12And Joseph took them out from upon his [Jacob's] knees, and he prostrated
himself to the ground.

יבוַיּוֹצֵ א יוֹסֵ ף אֹ תָ ם מֵ ﬠִ ם בִּ ְרכָּיו וַיִּ ְשׁתַּ חוּ לְ אַ פָּיו אָ ְרצָ ה:

13And Joseph took them both, Ephraim at his right, from Israel's left, and
Manasseh at his left, from Israel's right, and he brought [them] near to him.

ימינוֹ ִמ ְשּׂמ ֹאל
ִ ִיגוַיִּ קַּ ח יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ת ְשׁנֵיהֶ ם אֶ ת אֶ פְ ַריִ ם בּ
ימין יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל ַו ַיּגֵּשׁ אֵ לָיו
ִ יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל וְ אֶ ת ְמנַשֶּׁ ה בִ ְשׂמ ֹאלוֹ ִמ:

14But Israel stretched out his right hand and placed [it] on Ephraim's head,
although he was the younger, and his left hand [he placed] on Manasseh's head.
He guided his hands deliberately, for Manasseh was the firstborn.

ידוַיִּ ְשׁלַח יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל אֶ ת יְ ִמינוֹ ַויָּשֶׁ ת ﬠַל ר ֹאשׁ אֶ פְ ַריִ ם וְ הוּא
הַ צָּ ﬠִ יר וְ אֶ ת ְשׂמ ֹאלוֹ ﬠַל ר ֹאשׁ ְמנַשֶּׁ ה ִשׂכֵּל אֶ ת יָדָ יו כִּ י
מנַשֶּׁ ה הַ בְּ כוֹר:
ְ

15And he blessed Joseph and said, "God, before Whom my fathers, Abraham
and Isaac, walked, God Who sustained me as long as I am alive, until this day,

טווַיְ בָ ֶר� אֶ ת יוֹסֵ ף ַויּ ֹאמַ ר הָ אֱ�הִ ים אֲשֶׁ ר הִ ְתהַ לְּ כוּ אֲבֹ תַ י
עוֹדי ﬠַד
ִ ֵלְ ָפנָיו אַ בְ ָרהָ ם וְ יִ צְ חָ ק הָ אֱ�הִ ים הָ רֹ ﬠֶה אֹ ִתי מ
הַ יּוֹם הַ זֶּה:

16may the angel who redeemed me from all harm bless the youths, and may they
be called by my name and the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, and may
they multiply abundantly like fish, in the midst of the land."

טזהַ מַּ לְ אָ � הַ גֹּ אֵ ל אֹ ִתי ִמכָּל ָרע יְ בָ ֵר� אֶ ת הַ נְּ ﬠ ִָרים וְ יִ קָּ ֵרא
בָ הֶ ם ְשׁ ִמי וְ שֵׁ ם אֲבֹ תַ י אַ בְ ָרהָ ם וְ יִ צְ חָ ק וְ יִ ְדגּוּ לָרֹ ב בְּ קֶ ֶרב
הָ אָ ֶרץ:

17And Joseph saw that his father was placing his right hand on Ephraim's head,
and it displeased him. So he held up his father's hand to remove it from upon
Ephraim's head [to place it] on Manasseh's head.

יז ַויּ ְַרא יוֹסֵ ף כִּ י י ִָשׁית אָ בִ יו יַד יְ ִמינוֹ ﬠַל ר ֹאשׁ אֶ פְ ַריִ ם
ַויּ ֵַרע בְּ ﬠֵינָיו וַיִּ ְתמֹ � יַד אָ בִ יו לְ הָ ִסיר אֹ תָ הּ מֵ ﬠַל ר ֹאשׁ
אֶ פְ ַריִ ם ﬠַל ר ֹאשׁ ְמנַשֶּׁ ה:

18And Joseph said to his father, "Not so, Father, for this one is the firstborn; put
your right hand on his head."

יח ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יוֹסֵ ף אֶ ל אָ בִ יו ל ֹא כֵן אָ בִ י כִּ י זֶה הַ בְּ כֹ ר ִשׂים
יְ ִמינְ � ﬠַל ר ֹאשׁוֹ:

19But his father refused, and he said, "I know, my son, I know; he too will
become a people, and he too will be great. But his younger brother will be greater
than he, and his children['s fame] will fill the nations."

יטוַיְ מָ אֵ ן אָ בִ יו ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יָדַ ﬠְ ִתּי בְ נִ י יָדַ ﬠְ ִתּי גַּם הוּא יִ הְ יֶה
לְ ﬠָם וְ ַגם הוּא יִ גְ דָּ ל וְ אוּלָם אָ חִ יו הַ קָּ טֹ ן יִ גְ דַּ ל ִממֶּ נּוּ וְ ז ְַרעוֹ
יִ הְ יֶה ְמל ֹא הַ גּוֹיִ ם:

20So he blessed them on that day, saying, "With you, Israel will bless, saying,
'May God make you like Ephraim and like Manasseh,' " and he placed Ephraim
before Manasseh.

כוַיְ בָ רֲ כֵם בַּ יּוֹם הַ הוּא לֵאמוֹר בְּ � יְ בָ ֵר� יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל לֵאמֹ ר
יְ ִשׂ ְמ� אֱ�הִ ים כְּ אֶ פְ ַריִ ם וְ כִ ְמנַשֶּׁ ה ַויָּשֶׂ ם אֶ ת אֶ פְ ַריִ ם לִ פְ נֵי
מנַשֶּׁ ה:
ְ

21And Israel said to Joseph, "Behold, I am going to die, and God will be with
you, and He will return you to the land of your forefathers.

כא ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל אֶ ל יוֹסֵ ף הִ נֵּה אָ נֹ כִ י מֵ ת וְ הָ יָה אֱ�הִ ים
ﬠִ מָּ כֶם וְ הֵ ִשׁיב אֶ ְתכֶם אֶ ל אֶ ֶרץ אֲבֹ תֵ יכֶם:
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22And I have given you one portion over your brothers, which I took from the
hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow."

כב ַואֲנִ י נָתַ ִתּי לְ � ְשׁכֶם אַ חַ ד ﬠַל אַ חֶ י� אֲשֶׁ ר לָקַ חְ ִתּי ִמיַּד
הָ אֱמֹ ִרי בְּ חַ ְרבִּ י וּבְ קַ ְשׁ ִתּי:
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Genesis 49
Jacob's Prophecy Concerning His Sons
Genesis 49:1-2 1And Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather together, that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last days: 2Gather
together and hear, you sons of Jacob, and listen to Israel your father.”
Genesis 49:3-4 3"Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity and the excellency
of power. 4Unstable as water, you shall not excel, because you went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it— he went up to my
couch.
Genesis 49:5-7 5"Simeon and Levi are brothers; instruments of cruelty are in their dwelling place. 6Let not my soul enter their council; let
not my honor be united to their assembly; for in their anger they slew a man, and in their self-will they hamstrung an ox. 7Cursed be
their anger, for it is fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel.
Genesis 49:8-12 8"Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father's
children shall bow down before you. 9Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a
lion; and as a lion, who shall rouse him? 10The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 11Binding his donkey to the vine, and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, he
washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes. 12His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.
Genesis 49:13 13"Zebulun shall dwell by the haven of the sea; he shall become a haven for ships, and his border shall adjoin Sidon (The
name means fishing, or plenty of fish.).
Genesis 49:14-15 14"Issachar is a strong donkey, lying down between two burdens; 15he saw that rest was good, and that the land was
pleasant; he bowed his shoulder to bear a burden, and became a band of slaves (Serving the Lord to do His Will.).
Genesis 49:16-18 16"Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17Dan shall be a serpent by the way, a viper by the path, that
bites the horse's heels so that its rider shall fall backward. 18I have waited for your salvation, O LORD!
Genesis 49:19 19"Gad, a troop shall tramp upon him, but he shall triumph at last.
Genesis 49:20 20"Bread from Asher shall be rich, and he shall yield royal dainties.
Genesis 49:21 21"Naphtali is a deer let loose; he uses beautiful words.
Genesis 49:22-26 22"Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well; his branches run over the wall. 23The archers have bitterly
grieved him, shot at him and hated him. 24But his bow remained in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands
of the Mighty God of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 25by the God of your father who will help you, and by the
Almighty who will bless you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the
womb. 26The blessings of your father have excelled the blessings of my ancestors, up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills. They
shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him who was separate from his brothers.
Genesis 49:27 27"Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil."
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Genesis 49:28 28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to them. And he blessed them; he blessed each
one according to his own blessing.
Jacob's Death and Burial
Genesis 49:29-33 29Then he charged them and said to them: "I am to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave that
is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre in the land of Canaan, which
Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite as a possession for a burial place. 31There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife,
there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah. 32The field and the cave that is there were purchased from the
sons of Heth." 33And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last, and was
gathered to his people.
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Bereishit - Genesis - Chapter 49
Bereishit - Genesis - Chapter 49
Rashi's Commentary:
1Jacob called for his sons and said, "Gather and I will tell you what will happen to
you at the end of days.
2Gather and listen, sons of Jacob, and listen to Israel, your father.

אוַיִּ קְ ָרא ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אֶ ל בָּ נָיו ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר הֵ אָ ְספוּ וְ אַ גִּ ידָ ה ָלכֶם
אֵ ת אֲשֶׁ ר יִ קְ ָרא אֶ ְתכֶם בְּ אַ ח ֲִרית הַ יּ ִָמים:
בהִ קָּ בְ צוּ וְ ִשׁ ְמעוּ בְּ נֵי ַיﬠֲקֹ ב וְ ִשׁ ְמעוּ אֶ ל יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל
אֲבִ יכֶם:

3Reuben, you are my firstborn, my strength and the first of my might. [You should
have been] superior in rank and superior in power.

אשׁית אוֹנִ י יֶתֶ ר ְשׂאֵ ת
ִ ְגראוּבֵ ן בְּ כֹ ִרי אַ תָּ ה כֹּ חִ י וְ ֵר
וְ יֶתֶ ר ﬠָז:

4[You have] the restlessness of water; [therefore,] you shall not have superiority, for
you ascended upon your father's couch; then you profaned [Him Who] ascended
upon my bed.

דפַּחַ ז כַּמַּ יִ ם אַ ל תּוֹתַ ר כִּ י ﬠָלִ יתָ ִמ ְשׁכְּ בֵ י אָ בִ י� אָ ז
חִ לַּלְ תָּ יְ צוּﬠִ י ָﬠלָה:

5Simeon and Levi are brothers; stolen instruments are their weapons.

השׁ ְמעוֹן וְ לֵוִ י אַ חִ ים כְּ לֵי חָ מָ ס ְמכֵרֹ תֵ יהֶ ם
ִ :

6Let my soul not enter their counsel; my honor, you shall not join their assembly,
for in their wrath they killed a man, and with their will they hamstrung a bull.

ובְּ סֹ דָ ם אַ ל תָּ ב ֹא נַפְ ִשׁי בִּ קְ הָ לָם אַ ל תֵּ חַ ד כְּ בֹ ִדי כִּ י
בְ אַ פָּם הָ ְרגוּ ִאישׁ וּבִ ְרצֹ נָם ﬠִ קְּ רוּ שׁוֹר:

7Cursed be their wrath for it is mighty, and their anger because it is harsh. I will
separate them throughout Jacob, and I will scatter them throughout Israel.

זאָ רוּר אַ פָּם כִּ י ﬠָז וְ ﬠֶבְ ָרתָ ם כִּ י קָ שָׁ תָ ה אֲחַ לְּ קֵ ם
בְּ ַיﬠֲקֹ ב ַואֲפִ יצֵ ם בְּ יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל:

8Judah, [as for] you, your brothers will acknowledge you. Your hand will be at the
nape of your enemies, [and] your father's sons will prostrate themselves to you.

חיְ הוּדָ ה אַ תָּ ה יוֹדוּ� אַ חֶ י� י ְָד� בְּ עֹ ֶרף אֹ יְ בֶ י� יִ ְשׁתַּ חֲווּ
�לְ � בְּ נֵי אָ בִ י:

9A cub [and] a grown lion is Judah. From the prey, my son, you withdrew. He
crouched, rested like a lion, and like a lion, who will rouse him?

טגּוּר אַ ְריֵה יְ הוּדָ ה ִמטֶּ ֶרף בְּ נִ י ﬠָלִ יתָ כּ ַָרע ָרבַ ץ
כְּ אַ ְריֵה וּכְ לָבִ יא ִמי יְ קִ ימֶ נּוּ:

10The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the student of the law from between
his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him will be a gathering of peoples.

וּמחֹ קֵ ק ִמבֵּ ין ַרגְ לָיו ﬠַד כִּ י
ְ יל ֹא יָסוּר שֵׁ בֶ ט ִמיהוּדָ ה
 ָיב ֹא ִשׁי�ה וְ לוֹ יִ קְּ הַ ת ﬠ ִַמּים:

11He binds his foal to a vine, and to a tendril [he binds] his young donkey. [He
launders] his garment with wine, and with the blood of grapes binds his raiment.

ַשּׂרקָ ה בְּ נִ י )כתיב עירה(יאאֹ ְס ִרי ַל ֶגּפֶן ﬠִ ירוֹ
ֵ וְ ל
כתיב (אֲתֹ נוֹ כִּ בֵּ ס בַּ יַּיִ ן לְ בֻשׁוֹ וּבְ דַ ם ֲﬠנָבִ ים סוּתוֹ
 )סותה:
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12[He is] red eyed from wine and white toothed from milk.
13Zebulun will dwell on the coast of the seas; he [will be] at the harbor of the ships,
and his boundary will be at Zidon.
14Issachar is a bony donkey, lying between the boundaries.
15He saw a resting place, that it was good, and the land, that it was pleasant, and he
bent his shoulder to bear [burdens], and he became an indentured laborer.
16Dan will avenge his people, like one, the tribes of Israel.
17Dan will be a serpent on the road, a viper on the path, which bites the horse's
heels, so its rider falls backwards.
18For Your salvation, I hope, O Lord!
19[As for] Gad, a troop will troop forth from him, and it will troop back in its
tracks.
20From Asher will come rich food, and he will yield regal delicacies.
21Naphtali is a swift gazelle; [he is one] who utters beautiful words.

יבחַ כְ לִ ילִ י ﬠֵינַיִ ם ִמיָּיִ ן וּלְ בֶ ן ִשׁנַּיִ ם מֵ חָ לָב:
יגזְבוּלֻן לְ חוֹף י ִַמּים יִ ְשׁכֹּ ן וְ הוּא לְ חוֹף אֳנִ יֹּ ת וְ י ְַרכָתוֹ
ﬠַל צִ ידֹ ן:
ידיִ שָּׂ שכָר חֲמֹ ר גּ ֶָרם רֹ בֵ ץ בֵּ ין הַ ִמּ ְשׁפְּ תָ יִ ם:
טו ַויּ ְַרא ְמנֻחָ ה כִּ י טוֹב וְ אֶ ת הָ אָ ֶרץ כִּ י ָנﬠֵמָ ה ַויֵּט
שׁכְ מוֹ לִ ְסבֹּ ל וַיְ הִ י לְ מַ ס עֹ בֵ ד:
ִ
טזדָּ ן י ִָדין ﬠַמּוֹ כְּ אַ חַ ד ִשׁבְ טֵ י יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל:
� ֵיזיְ הִ י דָ ן נָחָ שׁ ֲﬠלֵי דֶ ֶר� ְשׁפִ יפֹ ן ֲﬠלֵי אֹ ַרח הַ נּשׁ
ﬠִ קְּ בֵ י סוּס וַיִּ פֹּ ל רֹ כְ בוֹ אָ חוֹר:
יתי יְ הֹ וָה
ִ ִיחלִ ישׁוּﬠ ְָת� קִ וּ:
יטגָּד גְּ דוּד יְ גוּדֶ נּוּ וְ הוּא ָיגֻד ﬠָקֵ ב:
�ֶכמֵ אָ שֵׁ ר ְשׁמֵ נָה לַחְ מוֹ וְ הוּא יִ תֵּ ן מַ ﬠֲדַ נֵּי מֶ ל:
כאנַפְ תָּ לִ י אַ ָיּלָה ְשׁלֻחָ ה הַ נֹּ תֵ ן ִא ְמ ֵרי שָׁ פֶר:

22A charming son is Joseph, a son charming to the eye; [of the] women, [each one]
strode along to see him.

כבבֵּ ן פֹּ ָרת יוֹסֵ ף בֵּ ן פֹּ ָרת ֲﬠ ֵלי ﬠָיִ ן בָּ נוֹת צָ ﬠֲדָ ה ֲﬠלֵי
שׁוּר:

23They heaped bitterness upon him and became quarrelsome; yea, archers despised
him.

כגוַיְ מָ רֲ רֻ הוּ וָרֹ בּוּ וַיִּ ְשׂ ְטמֻהוּ בַּ ֲﬠ ֵלי חִ צִּ ים:

24But his bow was strongly established, and his arms were gilded from the hands of
the Mighty One of Jacob; from there he sustained the rock of Israel,

כדוַתֵּ שֶׁ ב בְּ אֵ יתָ ן קַ ְשׁתּוֹ ַויָּפֹ זּוּ זְרֹ ﬠֵי יָדָ יו ִמידֵ י אֲבִ יר
 ַיﬠֲקֹ ב ִמשָּׁ ם רֹ ﬠֶה אֶ בֶ ן יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל:

25from the God of your father, and He will help you, and with the Almighty, and He
will bless you [with] the blessings of the heavens above, the blessings of the deep,
lying below, the blessings of father and mother.

כהמֵ אֵ ל אָ בִ י� וְ יַﬠְ ז ְֶר ָךּ וְ אֵ ת שַׁ דַּ י וִ יבָ רֲ ֶכ ָךּ בִּ ְרכֹ ת
שָׁ מַ יִ ם מֵ ﬠָל בִּ ְרכֹ ת ְתּהוֹם רֹ בֶ צֶ ת תָּ חַ ת בִּ ְרכֹ ת שָׁ דַ יִ ם
ו ָָרחַ ם:

26The blessings of your father surpassed the blessings of my parents, the ends of the
everlasting hills. May they come to Joseph's head and to the crown (of the head) of
the one who was separated from his brothers.

הוֹרי ﬠַד תַּ ֲאוַת גִּ בְ עֹ ת
ַ כובִּ ְרכֹ ת אָ בִ י� גָּבְ רוּ ﬠַל בִּ ְרכֹ ת
עוֹלָם ִתּהְ יֶין ָ לְ ר ֹאשׁ יוֹסֵ ף וּלְ קָ ְדקֹ ד נְ זִיר אֶ חָ יו:
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27Benjamin is a wolf, he will prey; in the morning he will devour plunder, and in the
evening he will divide the spoil."

כזבִּ נְ י ִָמין זְאֵ ב יִ ְט ָרף בַּ בֹּ קֶ ר י ֹאכַל ﬠַד וְ ָלﬠ ֶֶרב יְ חַ לֵּק
שָׁ לָל:

28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to them
and blessed them; each man, according to his blessing, he blessed them.

כחכָּל אֵ לֶּה ִשׁבְ טֵ י יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל ְשׁנֵים ﬠָשָׂ ר וְ ז ֹאת אֲשֶׁ ר
ִדּבֶּ ר לָהֶ ם אֲבִ יהֶ ם וַיְ בָ ֶר� אוֹתָ ם ִאישׁ אֲשֶׁ ר כְּ בִ ְרכָתוֹ
בֵּ ַר� אֹ תָ ם:

29And he commanded them and said to them, "I will be brought in to my people;
bury me with my fathers, in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

כטוַיְ צַ ו אוֹתָ ם ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר ֲאלֵהֶ ם אֲנִ י ֶנאֱסָ ף אֶ ל ﬠ ִַמּי קִ בְ רוּ
אֹ ִתי אֶ ל אֲבֹ תָ י אֶ ל הַ ְמּﬠ ָָרה אֲשֶׁ ר בִּ ְשׂדֵ ה ﬠֶפְ רוֹן
הַ חִ ִתּי:

30in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre in the land of
Canaan, which field Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite for burial property.

לבַּ ְמּﬠ ָָרה אֲשֶׁ ר בִּ ְשׂדֵ ה הַ מַּ כְ ֵפּלָה אֲשֶׁ ר ﬠַל פְּ נֵי מַ ְמ ֵרא
בְּ אֶ ֶרץ כְּ ָנﬠַן אֲשֶׁ ר קָ נָה אַ בְ ָרהָ ם אֶ ת הַ שָּׂ דֶ ה מֵ אֵ ת
ﬠֶפְ רֹ ן הַ חִ ִתּי ַל ֲא ֻחזַּת קָ בֶ ר:

31There they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah, there they buried Isaac and his
wife Rebecca, and there I buried Leah.

לאשָׁ מָּ ה קָ בְ רוּ אֶ ת אַ בְ ָרהָ ם וְ אֵ ת שָׂ ָרה ִא ְשׁתּוֹ שָׁ מָּ ה
קָ בְ רוּ אֶ ת יִ צְ חָ ק וְ אֵ ת ִרבְ קָ ה ִא ְשׁתּוֹ וְ שָׁ מָּ ה קָ בַ ְר ִתּי אֶ ת
לֵאָ ה:

32The purchase of the field and the cave therein was from the sons of Heth."
33And Jacob concluded commanding his sons, and he drew his legs [up] into the
bed, and expired and was brought in to his people.

לבמקְ נֵה הַ שָּׂ דֶ ה וְ הַ ְמּﬠ ָָרה אֲשֶׁ ר בּוֹ מֵ אֵ ת בְּ נֵי חֵ ת:
ִ
לגוַיְ כַל ַיﬠֲקֹ ב לְ צַ וֹּ ת אֶ ת בָּ נָיו ַו ֶיּאֱסֹ ף ַרגְ לָיו אֶ ל הַ ִמּטָּ ה
וַיִּ גְ וַע ַויֵּאָ סֶ ף אֶ ל ﬠַמָּ יו:
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Deuteronomy 33
Moses' Final Blessing on Israel
Deuteronomy 33:1-5 1Now this is the blessing with which Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. 2And he
said: "The LORD came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came with ten thousands
of saints; from His right hand came a fiery law for them. 3Yes, He loves the people; all His saints are in Your hand; they sit down at Your
feet; everyone receives Your Words. 4Moses commanded a law for us, a heritage of the congregation of Jacob. 5And He was King in
Jeshurun, when the leaders of the people were gathered, all the tribes of Israel together.
Deuteronomy 33:6 6"Let Reuben live, and not die, nor let his men be few."
Deuteronomy 33:7-11 7And this he said of Judah: "Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, and bring him to his people; let his hands be
sufficient for him, and may You be a help against his enemies." 8And of Levi he said: "Let Your Thummim and Your Urim be with Your
holy one, Whom You tested at Massah, and with whom You contended at the waters of Meribah, 9who says of his father and mother, 'I
have not seen them'; nor did he acknowledge his brothers, or know his own children; for they have observed Your Word and kept Your
covenant. 10They shall teach Jacob Your judgments, and Israel Your law. They shall put incense before You, and a whole burnt sacrifice
on Your altar. 11Bless his substance, LORD, and accept the work of his hands; strike the loins of those who rise against him, and of those
who hate him, that they rise not again."
Deuteronomy 33:12 12Of Benjamin he said: "The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him, Who shelters him all the day long;
and he shall dwell between His shoulders."
Deuteronomy 33:13-17 13And of Joseph he said: "Blessed of the LORD is his land, with the precious things of heaven, with the dew, and
the deep lying beneath, 14with the precious fruits of the sun, with the precious produce of the months, 15with the best things of the
ancient mountains, with the precious things of the everlasting hills, 16with the precious things of the earth and its fullness, and the favor
of Him who dwelt in the bush. Let the blessing come 'on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him who was separate from
his brothers.' 17His glory is like a firstborn bull, and his horns like the horns of the wild ox; together with them he shall push the peoples
to the ends of the earth; they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh."
Deuteronomy 33:18-19 18And of Zebulun he said: "Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, and Issachar in your tents! 19They shall call the
peoples to the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness; for they shall partake of the abundance of the seas and of
treasures hidden in the sand."
Deuteronomy 33:20 20And of Gad he said: "Blessed is he who enlarges Gad; he dwells as a lion, and tears the arm and the crown of his
head. 21He provided the first part for himself, because a lawgiver's portion was reserved there. He came with the heads of the people; he
administered the justice of the LORD, and His judgments with Israel."
Deuteronomy 33:22 22And of Dan he said: "Dan is a lion's whelp; he shall leap from Bashan."
Deuteronomy 33:23 23And of Naphtali he said: "O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full of the blessing of the LORD, possess the west
and the south."
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Deuteronomy 33:24-25 24And of Asher he said: "Asher is most blessed of sons; let him be favored by his brothers, and let him dip his
foot in oil. 25Your sandals shall be iron and bronze; as your days, so shall your strength be.
Deuteronomy 33:26-29 26"There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, Who rides the heavens to help you, and in His excellency on the
clouds. 27The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms; He will thrust out the enemy from before you, and
will say, 'Destroy!' 28Then Israel shall dwell in safety, the fountain of Jacob alone, in a land of grain and new wine; His heavens shall also
drop dew. 29Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD, the shield of your help and the sword of your
majesty! Your enemies shall submit to you, and you shall tread down their high places."
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Deuteronomy 33

Devarim - Deuteronomy - Chapter 33
Devarim - Deuteronomy - Chapter 33
1And this is the blessing with which Moses, the man of God, blessed the
children of Israel [just] before his death.
And this is the blessing… [just] before his death: Very close to the time
of his death. — [see Sifrei 33: 1] “For, if not now, when?”
2He said: "The Lord came from Sinai and shone forth from Seir to them;
He appeared from Mount Paran and came with some of the holy myriads;
from His right hand was a fiery Law for them.
He said: The Lord came from Sinai: Moses initiated his blessing by
praising the Omnipresent, and then he addressed the needs of Israel. —
[Sifrei 33:2] The praise with which Moses commenced, mentions the
merit of Israel. All this was a way of conciliation, as if to say, “These
people are worthy that a blessing should rest upon them.”
came from Sinai: He came out toward them when they came to stand at
the foot of the mountain, as a bridegroom goes forth to greet his bride, as
it is said, “[And Moses brought the people forth] toward God” (Exod.
19:17). We learn from this, that God came out toward them (Mechilta
19:17).
and shone forth from Seir to them: [Why did He come from Seir?]
Because God first offered the children of Esau [who dwelled in Seir] that
they accept the Torah, but they did not want [to accept it].
He appeared: to them [Israel]
from Mount Paran: [Why did God then come from Paran?] Because He
went there and offered the children of Ishmael [who dwelled in Paran] to
accept the Torah, but they [also] did not want [to accept it]. — [A.Z. 2b]
and came: to Israel.
with some holy myriads: With God were only some of the myriads of
His holy angels, but not all of them, nor [even] most of them. This is
unlike the manner of a mortal, who displays all the splendor of his riches

אוְ ז ֹאת הַ בְּ ָרכָה אֲשֶׁ ר בֵּ ַר� משֶׁ ה ִאישׁ הָ אֱ�הִ ים אֶ ת בְּ נֵי
:יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל לִ פְ נֵי מוֹתוֹ
 סמוך למיתתו שאם לא עכשיו: לפני מותו,וזאת הברכה
:אימתי
ָארן
ָ ב ַויּ ֹאמַ ר יְ הֹ וָה ִמ ִסּינַי בָּ א וְ ז ַָרח ִמשֵּׂ ﬠִ יר לָמוֹ הוֹפִ י ַﬠ מֵ הַ ר פּ
:ימינוֹ אֵ שׁ דָּ ת לָמוֹ
ִ וְ אָ תָ ה מֵ ִרבְ בֹ ת קֹ דֶ שׁ ִמ
 פתח תחלה בשבחו של מקום ואחר:ויאמר ה' מסיני בא
 ובשבח שפתח בו יש בו.כך פתח בצרכיהם של ישראל
 כלומר כדאי,הזכרת זכות לישראל וכל זה דרך ריצוי הוא
:הם אלו שתחול עליהם ברכה
 יצא לקראתם כשבאו להתיצב בתחתית ההר:מסיני בא
( יז, שנאמר )שמות יט,כחתן היוצא להקביל פני כלה
: למדנו שיצא כנגדם,לקראת האלהים
 שפתח לבני עשו שיקבלו את התורה:וזרח משעיר למו
:ולא רצו
: להם:הופיע
 ולא, שהלך שם ופתח לבני ישמעאל שיקבלוה:מהר פארן
:רצו
 לישראל:ואתה
 ולא כולם, ועמו מקצת רבבות מלאכי קדש:מרבבת קדש
 ולא כדרך בשר ודם שמראה כל כבוד עשרו,ולא רובם
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and his glory on his wedding day. — [Sifrei 33:2]
a fiery law for them: It was originally written before God in [letters of]
black fire upon [a background of] white fire. — [Tanchuma Bereishith 1]
He gave it to them on tablets, inscribed, [as it were,] by His right hand
[thus it is said here, “from His right hand”]. Another explanation of ֵאשׁ
 ָדּת: As the Targum renders it, that He gave it to them from amidst the
fire.
3Indeed, You showed love for peoples; all his holy ones are in Your hand,
for they let themselves be centered at Your feet, bearing Your utterances.
Indeed, You showed love for peoples: [God] also displayed great
affection to the tribes, each one of whom were known as a people, for
only Benjamin was destined to be born when the Holy One, blessed is
He, said to Jacob, “A nation and a multitude of nations shall come into
existence from you” (Genesis 35:11). [Thus we see that Benjamin alone
was called “a nation.” “A multitude of nations” refers to Ephraim and
Manasseh. See Rashi on Gen. 35:11, 48:4.]- [Gen. Rabbah 82:4]
all his holy ones are in Your hand: [This refers to] the souls of the
righteous, which are hidden away with God, as it is said, “But my lord’s
soul shall be bound up in the bundle of life, with the Lord, your God” (I
Sam. 25:29). - [Sifrei 33:3]
for they […] be centered at Your feet: And Israel is indeed worthy of this
[privilege to have their souls hidden away with God], because they placed
themselves right in the middle (� )תּוֹof the bottom of the mountain at
Your feet [figuratively speaking] at Sinai. The word  ֻתּכּוּis in the passive
conjugation, which has the meaning: ה ְתוַ כּוּ,ִ “They [allowed themselves] to
be placed right in the middle (�[ ”)תּוֹof the underside of the mountain],
between Your feet.
bearing Your utterances: They bore upon themselves the yoke of Your
Torah. — [Sifrei 33:3]
Your Torah: Heb. �מ ַדּ ְבּר ֶֹתי.
ִ The mem in it [i.e., in this word] is somewhat
of a root letter [rather than a prefix], as in “And he heard the voice
speaking ()מ ַדּ ֵבּר
ִ to him” (Num. 7:89); and “And I heard what was being
spoken ()מ ַדּ ֵבּר
ִ to me” (Ezek. 2:2). This form is similar to מ ְת ַדּ ֵבּר ֵאלַ י,
ִ
[speaking to Himself for me to hear, see Rashi on Num. 7:89]. This too,
namely, the word �מ ַדּ ְבּר ֶֹתי,
ִ means: “what You were speaking to let me

:ותפארתו ביום חופתו
 שהיתה כתובה מאז לפניו באש שחורה על גב אש:אש דת
 דבר אחר אש דת. נתן להם בלוחות כתב יד ימינו,לבנה
: שנתנה להם מתוך האש,כתרגומו
גאַ ף חֹ בֵ ב ﬠ ִַמּים כָּל קְ דשָׁ יו בְּ יָדֶ � וְ הֵ ם תֻּ כּוּ לְ ַרגְ לֶ� יִ שָּׂ א
:�ִמדַּ בְּ רֹ תֶ י
 כל אחד. גם חבה יתירה חבב את השבטים:אף חבב עמים
 שהרי בנימין לבדו היה עתיד להוולד,ואחד קרוי עם
 יא( גוי וקהל גוים,כשאמר הקב"ה ליעקב )בראשית לה
:יהיה ממך
 כענין, נפשות הצדיקים הגנוזות אתו:כל קדשיו בידך
 כט( והיתה נפש אדוני צרורה,שנאמר )שמואל א' כה
:בצרור החיים את ה' אלהיך
 שהרי תכו עצמן לתוך, והם ראוים לכך:והם תכו לרגלך
 הותווכו לתוך, תכו לשון פועלו.תחתית ההר לרגלך בסיני
:מרגלותיך

: נשאו עליהם עול תורתך:ישא מדברתיך
( פט, כמו )במדבר ז, המ"ם בו קרוב ליסוד:מדברתיך
 ב( ואשמע את, )יחזקאל ב,וישמע את הקול מדבר אליו
 אף זה מדברותיך מה, כמו מתדבר אלי,קול מדבר אלי
 טיי"ש.שהיית מדבר להשמיעני לאמר להם
 ואונקלוס תרגם שהיו.[פורפרלידורי"ש בלע"ז ]דיבורך

Page | 34 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

know what to tell the children of Israel.” Tes porparledurs in Old French.
Onkelos, however, renders [the phrase � יִ ָשּׂא ִמ ַדּ ְבּר ֶֹתיas: “they traveled (יִ ָשּׂא
like  )יִ ַסּעaccording to Your commands (�)דּ ְבּר ֶֹתי.”
ַ
Thus, the mem is a
servile prefix, with the meaning of מן,
ִ from. [Thus, according to Onkelos,
the word � ִמ ַדּ ְבּר ֶֹתיliterally means, from Your utterances.] Another
explanation [of this verse is as follows]: Indeed, You showed love for
peoples — even when You displayed Your affection towards the nations
of the world, showing them a smiling [friendly] face, and You delivered
Israel into their hands,
all his holy ones are in Your hand: All Israel’s righteous and good people
clung to You; they did not turn away from You, and You guarded them.
— [B.B. 8a)]
for they let themselves be centered at your feet: And they placed
themselves right in the middle of, and entered beneath Your [protective]
shadow;
bearing your utterances: And they gladly accepted Your decrees and
Your laws. — [see Tanchuma 5] And these were their words:
4The Torah that Moses commanded us is a legacy for the congregation of
Jacob.
The Torah that Moses commanded us is a legacy for the congregation
of Jacob: We have taken hold of it, and we will not forsake it!
5And He was King in Jeshurun, whenever the sum total of the people
were gathered, and the tribes of Israel were together,
And He was: i.e., the Holy One, blessed is He,
was King in Jeshurun: i.e., the yoke of God’s sovereignty was always
upon them.
whenever the sum total of the people were gathered: At every gathering
of אשׁי
ֵ  ָר- meaning, whenever their number is gathered. אשׁי
ֵ  ָרas in the
verse,“When you take the count ( )רֹאשׁof the children of Israel” (Exod.
30:12). These people are worthy that I should bless them. Another
explanation: When Israel is gathered together in a unified group, and
there is peace among them, God is their King-but not when there is strife
among them. — [Sifrei 33:5]

. והמ"ם בו שמוש משמשת לשון מן,נוסעים על פי דבריך
דבר אחר אף חבב עמים אף בשעת חבתם של אומות
העולם שהראית להם פנים שוחקות ומסרת את ישראל
:בידם

 כל צדיקיהם וטוביהם דבקו בך ולא משו:כל קדשיו בידך
:מאחריך ואתה שומרם
: והם מתמצעים ומתכנסים לתחת צלך:והם תכו לרגלך
 ואלה. מקבלים גזרותיך ודתותיך בשמחה:ישא מדברתיך
:דבריהם
:מוֹרשָׁ ה קְ הִ לַּת ַיﬠֲקֹ ב
ָ תּוֹרה צִ וָּה לָנוּ משֶׁ ה
ָ ד
, אשר צוה לנו משה מורשה היא לקהלת יעקב:תורה
:אחזנוה ולא נעזבנה
:הוַיְ הִ י בִ ישֻׁ רוּן מֶ לֶ� בְּ הִ ְתאַ סֵּ ף ָראשֵׁ י ﬠָם יַחַ ד ִשׁבְ טֵ י יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל
: הקב"ה:ויהי
: תמיד עול מלכותו עליהם:בישרון מלך
 כמו, ראשי. בכל התאסף ראשי חשבון אסיפתם:בהתאסף
 דבר. ראויין אלו שאברכם, יב( כי תשא את ראש,)שמות ל
 בהתאספם יחד באגודה אחת ושלום ביניהם, בהתאסף,אחר
: ולא כשיש מחלוקת ביניהם,הוא מלכם
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6May Reuben live and not die, and may his people be counted in the
number.
May Reuben live: in this world,
and not die: in the world-to-come, that the incident involving Bilhah not
be remembered against him. — [see Rashi Gen. 35:22; Sifrei 33:6]
and may his people be counted in the number: May Reuben be counted
along with the enumeration of the rest of his brothers. This [matter, that
the incident involving Bilhah should not exclude Reuben from being
counted together with his brothers] is similar to what is said: “[And
Reuben went] and lay with Bilhah… and Jacob’s sons were twelve” (Gen.
35:22), [indicating] that he was not excluded from the number [of
Jacob’s sons, on account of this incident].
7May this [also be] for Judah." And he [Moses] said, "O Lord, hearken to
Judah's voice and bring him to his people; may his hands do battle for
him, and may You be a help against his adversaries."
May this [also be] for Judah: He juxtaposed Judah to Reuben, because
they both confessed to the wrong they had done, as it is said, “that wise
men have told… to them alone… and no stranger passed between them”
(Job 15:18-19). [This verse alludes to the confession of Reuben and
Judah (“that wise men have told”), and how they were consequently
blessed here together (“them alone”); although Levi was next in line
chronologically to Reuben, nevertheless here, in the context of this
blessing, Levi did not come between them (“no stranger came between
them”), but rather, he was blessed immediately afterwards (verses 811).]- [see Rashi, Job 15:19] Our Rabbis further explained that during the
entire forty years that Israel was in the desert, Judah’s bones were rolling
in his coffin, because of the excommunication which he had accepted
upon himself [when he took responsibility for Benjamin], as it is said, “If
I will not bring him to you… then I have sinned against you all of the
days” (Gen. 43:9). [So], Moses said, “Who caused Reuben to [publicly]
confess his sin? It was Judah…” (see Sotah 7b) [and thus, by placing
Judah together with Reuben, Moses alluded to this merit of Judah, and,
in effect, “May the Lord listen to Judah’s voice,” is a prayer that Judah’s
bones would finally come to rest].
O Lord, hearken to Judah’s voice: [I.e., Also, hear the prayer of Judah’s

:ויְ חִ י ְראוּבֵ ן וְ אַ ל יָמֹ ת וִ יהִ י ְמתָ יו ִמ ְספָּר
: בעולם הזה:יחי ראובן
: שלא יזכר לו מעשה בלהה, לעולם הבא:ואל ימות
 דוגמא היא זו, נמנין במנין שאר אחיו:ויהי מתיו מספר
 כב( וישכב את בלהה ויהיו בני,כענין שנאמר )בראשית לה
: שלא יצא מן המנין,יעקב שנים עשר

זוְ ז ֹאת לִ יהוּדָ ה ַויּ ֹאמַ ר ְשׁמַ ע יְ הֹ וָה קוֹל יְ הוּדָ ה וְ אֶ ל ﬠַמּוֹ ְתּבִ יאֶ נּוּ
:יָדָ יו ָרב לוֹ וְ ֵﬠזֶר ִמצָּ ָריו ִתּהְ יֶה
 מפני ששניהם הודו על, סמך יהודה לראובן:וזאת ליהודה
 יט( אשר חכמים-  יח, שנאמר )איוב טו,קלקול שבידם
 ועוד פירשו.יגידו וגו' להם לבדם וגו' ולא עבר זר בתוכם
 שכל ארבעים שנה שהיו ישראל במדבר היו,רבותינו
,עצמות יהודה מתגלגלים בארון מפני נדוי שקבל עליו
 אמר, לב( וחטאתי לאבי כל הימים,שנאמר )בראשית מד
:'משה מי גרם לראובן שיודה יהודה וכו

 תפלת דוד ושלמה ואסא מפני:שמע ה' קול יהודה
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descendants:] The prayer of David and Solomon, and the prayer of Asa
because of the Ethiopians, and that of Jehoshaphat on account of the
Ammonites, and that of Hezekiah because of Sennacherib. — [see Sifrei
33:7]
and bring him to his people: in peace, from war.
his hands will do battle for him: May his hands fight his battle ()ריבוֹ,
ִ and
may they exact his vengeance.
and may You be a help against his adversaries: [Moses here] was
praying for [Judah’s descendant] Jehoshaphat, concerning the battle of
Ramoth Gilead, [as Scripture states,] “Jehoshaphat cried out, and the
Lord helped him (”)ﬠזָ רוֹ
ֲ (II Chron. 18:31). Another explanation:
O Lord, hearken to Judah’s voice: Here, included within Judah’s
blessing, Moses alluded to [and incorporated] a blessing for Simeon [the
allusion being in the word שׁ ַמע,
ְ the very root of ]שׁ ְמעוֹן.
ִ Also [in
accordance with this incorporation of Simeon within Judah], when they
divided Eretz Israel [among the tribes], Simeon received [his portion]
out of the lot of Judah, as Scripture states, “Out of the lot of the children
of Judah was the inheritance of the children of Simeon” (Josh. 19:9). [Sifrei 33:7] Now why did Moses not devote a separate blessing for him?
Because he held against him what he had done in Shittim [referring to
the sin of Zimri the son of Salu, a leader of the tribe of Simeon (see Num.
25:1-14)]. So it is written in the Aggadah of Psalms. — [Shocher Tov 90]
8And of Levi he said: "Your Tummim and Urim belong to Your pious
man, whom You tested at Massah and whom You tried at the waters of
Meribah,
And of Levi he said: Heb. וּלְ לֵ וִ י ָא ַמר, And of Levi, he said….
Your Tummim and Urim: Here, Moses is addressing the Shechinah .
whom You tested at Massah: [spoken in praise of the Levites,] for they
did not complain with the others who complained.
and whom You tried…: [This is to be understood] as the Targum
renders it [namely, “You tested him (Levi) at the Waters of Meribah, and
he came out faithful”]. Another explanation: “whom you tried at the
waters of Meribah” — You made false accusations against him [Levi], for
if Moses [was punished with death and not permitted to enter the Land
of Israel because he] said to Israel, “Listen now, you rebels!” (see Num.

: וחזקיה מפני סנחריב, ויהושפט מפני העמונים,הכושים
: לשלום מפני המלחמה:ואל עמו תביאנו
: יריבו ריבו וינקמו נקמתו:ידיו רב לו
 על יהושפט התפלל על מלחמת רמות:ועזר מצריו תהיה
...  דבר אחר. לא( ויזעק יהושפט וה' עזרו, )דה"ב יח,גלעד
 כאן רמז ברכה לשמעון מתוך:שמע ה' קול יהודה
 ואף כשחלקו ארץ ישראל נטל שמעון,ברכותיו של יהודה
 ט( מחבל בני,מתוך גורלו של יהודה שנאמר )יהושע יט
 ומפני מה לא ייחד לו ברכה בפני.יהודה נחלת בני שמעון
 כן כתוב, שהיה בלבו עליו על מה שעשה בשטים,עצמו
:באגדת תהלים

אוּרי� לְ ִאישׁ ח ֲִסידֶ � אֲשֶׁ ר נִ ִסּיתוֹ בְּ מַ סָּ ה
ֶ ְחוּלְ לֵוִ י אָ מַ ר תֻּ מֶּ י� ו
:ְתּ ִריבֵ הוּ ﬠַל מֵ י ְמ ִריבָ ה
: ועל לוי אמר:וללוי אמר
: כלפי שכינה הוא מדבר:תמיך ואוריך
: שלא נתלוננו עם שאר המלינים:אשר נסיתו במסה
 דבר אחר תריבהו על מי מריבה. כתרגומו:'תריבהו וגו
( י, אם משה אמר )במדבר כ,נסתקפת לו לבוא בעלילה
: אהרן ומרים מה עשו,שמעו נא המורים
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20:10), then [how do we understand why] Aaron and Miriam [were also
punished with death and were not permitted to enter the Land of Israel]
— what did they do [to deserve this]?- [Sifrei 33:8]
9who said of his father and his mother, 'I do not see him'; neither did he
recognize his brothers, nor did he know his children, for they observed
Your word and kept Your covenant.

יתיו וְ אֶ ת אֶ חָ יו ל ֹא הִ כִּ יר וְ אֶ ת בָּ נָו
ִ טהָ אֹ מֵ ר לְ אָ בִ יו וּלְ ִאמּוֹ ל ֹא ְר ִא
:ית� יִ נְ צֹ רוּ
ְ ל ֹא יָדָ ע כִּ י שָׁ ְמרוּ ִא ְמ ָרתֶ � וּבְ ִר

who said of his father and his mother, 'I do not see him…’: [Moses
says:] When they [Israel] sinned with the calf, and I said, “Whoever is for
the Lord, come to me!” (Exod. 32:26), all the sons of Levi assembled to
me, and I ordered them to kill [those guilty of worshipping the golden
calf, even] one’s mother’s father, if he was an [ordinary] Israelite [and
not a Levite], or his brother from his mother [if his brother’s father was
not a Levite], or the son of his daughter [whose husband was not a
Levite], and they did so. It is, however, impossible to explain [that it
means literally his father and his brother from his father, and likewise,
literally his sons, because all these were Levites, and not one of the tribe
of Levi sinned, as it is said, “and all the sons of Levi [gathered to him]”
(Exod. 32:26). - [Sifrei 33:9]
for they observed Your word: namely,“You shall have no other gods
[before Me]” (Exod. 20:3). - [Sifrei 33:9]

 כשחטאו בעגל ואמרתי:האומר לאביו ולאמו לא ראיתיו
 נאספו אלי כל בני לוי וצויתים, כו( מי לה' אלי,)שמות לב
 או, או את אחיו מאמו,להרוג את אבי אמו והוא מישראל
 ואי אפשר לפרש אביו ממש ואחיו. וכן עשו,את בן בתו
 שהרי לוים הם ומשבט לוי לא חטא,מאביו וכן בניו ממש
:אחד מהם שנאמר כל בני לוי

and kept Your covenant: namely, the covenant of circumcision. —
[Sifrei 33:9] For the [ordinary] Israelites who were born in the desert did
not circumcise their sons, whereas the Levites were [not only]
circumcised themselves, [but they] also circumcised their sons. — [Sifrei
Bemidbar 9:18]
10They shall teach Your ordinances to Jacob, and Your Torah to Israel;
they shall place incense before You, and burnt offerings upon Your altar.
They shall teach Your ordinances: [because] they are worthy of doing
this.
and burnt-offerings: Heb. וְ כָ לִ יל, a burnt-offering [which is completely
( )כָּ לִ ילconsumed on the altar]. — [Yoma 26a]
11May the Lord bless his army and favorably accept the work of his
hands; strike the loins of those who rise up against him and his enemies,
so that they will not recover."

 ב( לא יהיה לך אלהים, )שמות כ:כי שמרו אמרתך
:אחרים
 שאותם שנולדו במדבר של, ברית מילה:ובריתך ינצרו
:ישראל לא מלו את בניהם והם היו מולין ומלין את בניהם
�ֶטוֹרה בְּ אַ פּ
ָ ְתוֹר ְת� לְ יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל י ִָשׂימוּ ק
ָ ְייוֹרוּ ִמ ְשׁפָּטֶ י� לְ ַיﬠֲקֹ ב ו
:� ֶוְ כָלִ יל ﬠַל ִמזְבְּ ח
: ראויין אלו לכך:יורו משפטיך
: עולה:וכליל
יאבָּ ֵר� יְ הֹ וָה חֵ ילוֹ וּפֹ ﬠַל יָדָ יו ִתּ ְרצֶ ה ְמחַ ץ מָ ְתנַיִ ם קָ מָ יו
:וּמשַׂ נְ אָ יו ִמן יְ קוּמוּן
ְ
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strike the loins of those who rise up against him: Strike those who rise
up against him, in the loins. This is similar to what is said, “Constantly
cause their loins to slip” (Ps. 69:24). Here, Moses was referring to those
who contested the priesthood. — [Sifrei 33:11] Another explanation:
Moses saw [prophetically] that the Hasmonean and his sons were
destined to wage war with the Greeks. He therefore prayed for them,
because they were few in number, namely, the twelve sons of the
Hasmonean and Eleazar, against many myriads [of the enemy]. Hence,
Moses said here:“May the Lord bless his army ()חילוֹ
ֵ and favorably accept
the work of his hands.” - [See Tanchuma Vayechi 14; Gen. Rabbah 99:2;
Otzar Midrashim, Ma’aseh Hanukkah second version, p. 191; Midrash
LaHanukkah , p. 193]
and his enemies so that they will not recover: Strike the loins of those
who rise up against him and of his enemies, so that they will have no
recovery.
12And of Benjamin he said, "The Lord's beloved one shall dwell securely
beside Him; He protects him all day long, and He dwells between his
shoulders."
And of Benjamin he said: Since Levi’s blessing pertains to the sacrificial
service, and Benjamin’s blessing pertains to building the Holy Temple
within his territory, Moses juxtaposed one to the other. He then
juxtaposes Joseph immediately after him [Benjamin] because Joseph too
[had a sanctuary built within his territory, namely] the Mishkan of
Shiloh was erected in his territory, as is said:“He rejected the tent of
Joseph” (Ps. 78:67). And because the Holy Temple is dearer [to God]
than [the Mishkan of] Shiloh, he mentioned [the blessing of] Benjamin
before [that of] Joseph [even though Joseph was older.].
He protects him: Heb. ח ֵֹפף, covers him and protects him.
all day long: i.e., forever. Since [the time] Jerusalem was chosen [for the
building of the Holy Temple], the Divine Presence has never dwelt
elsewhere. — [Mechilta 12:4]
and dwells between his shoulders: The Holy Temple was built on the
highest point of his [Benjamin’s] land, except that it was twenty-three
cubits below the Eitam Well (see Yoma 31a). Now, it was David’s
intention to build it there [at the level of the Eitam Well], as is taught in
Shechitath Kodashim [Zev. 54b]: [However,] they said to David:“Let us

 כענין שנאמר, מחץ קמיו מכת מתנים:מחץ מתנים קמיו
 ועל המעוררין על, כד( ומתניהם תמיד המעד,)תהלים סט
 דבר אחר ראה שעתידין חשמונאי ובניו.הכהונה אמר כן
להלחם עם היונים והתפלל עליהם לפי שהיו מועטים י"ב
' לכך נאמר ברך ה,בני חשמונאי ואלעזר כנגד כמה רבבות
:חילו ופועל ידיו תרצה

 מחץ קמיו ומשנאיו מהיות להם:ומשנאיו מן יקומון
:תקומה
יבלְ בִ נְ י ִָמן אָ מַ ר יְ ִדיד יְ הֹ וָה יִ ְשׁכֹּ ן לָבֶ טַ ח ָﬠלָיו חֹ פֵף ָﬠלָיו כָּל
:הַ יּוֹם וּבֵ ין כְּ תֵ פָיו שָׁ כֵן
 לפי שברכת לוי בעבודת הקרבנות ושל:לבנימן אמר
בנימין בבנין בית המקדש בחלקו סמכן זה לזה וסמך יוסף
 שנאמר, שאף הוא משכן שילה היה בנוי בחלקו,אחריו
 ולפי שבית עולמים.' סז( וימאס באהל יוסף וגו,)שם עח
:חביב משילה לכך הקדים בנימין ליוסף
: מכסה אותו ומגין עליו:חפף עליו
 לעולם משנבחרה ירושלים לא שרתה שכינה:כל היום
:במקום אחר
 בית המקדש בנוי אלא, בגובה ארצו היה:ובין כתפיו שכן
שנמוך עשרים ושלש אמה מעין עיטם ושם היה דעתו של
 כדאיתא בשחיטת קדשים )זבחים נד ב( אמרי,דוד לבנותו
נחתי ביה פורתא משום דכתיב ובין כתפיו שכן אין לך נאה
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build it a little lower, for Scripture states, ‘and He dwells between his
shoulders’ [which are lower than the head]-and there is no part of an ox
more beautiful than its shoulders.”

:בשור יותר מכתפיו

13And of Joseph he said: "His land shall be blessed by the Lord, with the
sweetness of the heavens with dew, and with the deep that lies below,

וּמ ְתּהוֹם
ִ יגוּלְ יוֹסֵ ף אָ מַ ר ְמבֹ ֶרכֶת יְ הֹ וָה אַ ְרצוֹ ִממֶּ גֶד שָׁ מַ יִ ם ִמטָּ ל
:רֹ בֶ צֶ ת תָּ חַ ת

His land shall be blessed by the Lord: For throughout the inheritance of
all the tribes, there was no land more full of goodness than Joseph’s land.
— [Sifrei 33:13]
and with the sweetness: Heb. [ ִמ ֶמּגֶ דThis word denotes] delicacies and
sweetness.
the deep: The [waters which lie in] the depth [of the earth] ascend, and
moisten the land from below. You find that in the case of each tribe,
Moses’ blessing resembles Jacob’s blessing [to the same tribe. For
instance, Jacob blessed Joseph also with the ]וּמ ְתּהוֹם ר ֶֹבצֶ ת ָתּ ַחת
ִ (Gen.
49:25).

 שלא היתה בנחלת השבטים ארץ מלאה:מברכת ה' ארצו
:כל טוב כארצו של יוסף

14and with the sweetness of the produce of the sun, and with the
sweetness of the moon's yield,
and with the sweetness of the produce of the sun: for Joseph’s land was
exposed to the sun, which sweetened its fruit. — [Sifrei 33:14]
the moon’s yield: Heb. יְ ָר ִחים גֶּ ֶרשׁ. Some fruits are ripened by the moon
()יָ ֵר ַח. - [Sifrei 33:14] These are cucumbers and gourds. Another
explanation: [This refers to fruits] which the earth expels ()מגָ ֶר ֶשׁת
ְ and
brings out [from itself] month ( )יֶ ַרחby month. — [Targum Onkelos]
15and with the crops of early mountains, and with the sweetness of
perennial hills,
and with the crops of early mountains: And blessed with the fruits that
are first ( )רֹאשׁto ripen, for its mountains advance ()ק ֶדם
ֶ the ripening of
their fruits [thus,“the early mountains”]. Another explanation: [This
verse] teaches [us] that their creation [that of the mountains in the
territory of Joseph] preceded ()ק ֶדם
ֶ that of all other mountains. — [Sifrei
33:15]
the sweetness of perennial hills: גִּ ְבעוֹת עוֹלָ ם. Hills which produce fruit
continuously ( )עוֹלָ םand do not cease [to produce fruit even] because of
lack of rain.

: לשון עדנים ומתק:ממגד
 שהתהום עולה ומלחלח אותה מלמטה אתה מוצא:ומתהום
:בכל השבטים ברכתו של משה מעין ברכתו של יעקב
:וּממֶּ גֶד גּ ֶֶרשׁ יְ ָרחִ ים
ִ וּממֶּ גֶד ְתּבוּאֹ ת שָׁ מֶ שׁ
ִ יד
 שהיתה ארצו פתוחה לחמה וממתקת:וממגד תבואת שמש
:הפירות
 יש פירות שהלבנה מבשלתן ואלו הן קשואין:גרש ירחים
 שהארץ מגרשת ומוציאה. דבר אחר גרש ירחים.ודלועין
:מחדש לחדש
:וּממֶּ גֶד גִּ בְ עוֹת עוֹלָם
ִ טווּמֵ ר ֹאשׁ הַ ְר ֵרי קֶ דֶ ם
 ומבורכת מראשית בשול הפירות:ומראש הררי קדם
 דבר אחר מגיד.שהרריה מקדימין לבכר בשול פירותיהם
:שקדמה בריאתן לשאר הרים
 גבעות העושות פירות לעולם ואינן פוסקות:גבעות עולם
:מעוצר הגשמים
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16and with the sweetness of the land and its fullness, and through the
contentment of the One Who dwells in the thornbush. May it come upon
Joseph's head and upon the crown of the one separated from his brothers.
and through the contentment of the One Who dwells in the thornbush:
Heb. שֹׁכְ נִ י ְסנֶ ה, equivalent to שׁוֹכֵ ן ְסנֶ ה, the One Who dwells in the bush.
[Thus, the verse means:]"And may his land be blessed through the
favorable acceptance and contentment of the Holy One, blessed is He,
Who first revealed Himself to me in a thornbush ()סנֶ ה.
ְ
through the contentment: Heb. וּרצוֹן.
ְ Contentment and appeasement.
Similarly, every instance of [the word]  ָרצוֹןin Scripture.
may it come: i.e., this blessing will come upon Joseph’s head.
the one separated from his brothers: [Joseph] who was separated from
his brothers through his being sold.

וּמ�אָ הּ ְוּרצוֹן שֹׁ כְ נִ י ְסנֶה תָּ בוֹאתָ ה לְ ר ֹאשׁ יוֹסֵ ף
ְ וּממֶּ גֶד אֶ ֶרץ
ִ טז
:וּלְ קָ ְדקֹ ד נְ זִיר אֶ חָ יו
 כמו שוכן סנה ותהא ארצו מבורכת:ורצון שכני סנה
:מרצונו ונחת רוחו של הקב"ה הנגלה עלי תחלה בסנה
: נחת רוח ופיוס וכן כל רצון שבמקרא:רצון
: ברכה זו לראש יוסף:תבואתה
: שהופרש מאחיו במכירתו:נזיר אחיו

17To his firstborn ox is [given] glory. His horns are the horns of a re'em.
With them, he will gore peoples together [throughout all] the ends of the
earth these are the myriads of Ephraim, and these are the thousands of
Manasseh."

יזבְּ כוֹר שׁוֹרוֹ הָ דָ ר לוֹ וְ קַ ְרנֵי ְראֵ ם קַ ְרנָיו בָּ הֶ ם ﬠ ִַמּים יְ ַנגַּח יַחְ דָּ ו
:אַ פְ סֵ י אָ ֶרץ וְ הֵ ם ִרבְ בוֹת אֶ פְ ַריִ ם וְ הֵ ם אַ לְ פֵי ְמנַשֶּׁ ה

to his firstborn ox: Heb. [ ְבּכוֹר שׁוֹרוֹIn addition to the simple meaning
of“firstborn,”] there are some instances in which the word  ְבּכוֹרhas the
meaning of “greatness” and “majesty,” as it is said,“I will also make him a
great man ()בּכוֹר
ְ [the highest of the kings on earth]” (Ps. 89:28); and
similarly,“Israel is My son, my firstborn (כוֹרי
ִ ”)בּ
ְ [denoting high status]
(Exod. 4:22). [Thus:]  ְבּכוֹרhere: The king who will descend from Joseph,
namely, Joshua.
his ox: whose strength is as mighty as that of an ox, to conquer many
kings.
is [given] glory: [Literally, “glory is his,”] was given to him [when Moses
transferred some of his attribute of majesty to Joshua when he became
leader], as it is said, [God said to Moses:] “And you shall give some of
your majesty to him” [Joshua] (Num. 27:20).
and his horns are the horns of a re’em: The ox is powerful, but its horns
are not beautiful; [on the other hand,] a re’em has beautiful horns, but it
is not powerful. [Moses thus] blessed Joshua with the power of an ox and
the beauty of a re’em 's horns. — [Sifrei 33:17]
the ends of the earth: [This refers to] the thirty-one kings [whom Joshua

 שנאמר, יש בכור שהוא לשון גדולה ומלכות:בכור שורו
( כה, וכן )שמות ד, כח( אף אני בכור אתנהו,)תהלים פט
: מלך היוצא ממנו והוא יהושע: בכור.בני בכורי ישראל

: שכחו קשה כשור לכבוש כמה מלכים:שורו
 כ( ונתתה מהודך, נתון לו שנאמר )במדבר כז:הדר לו
:עליו
 אבל, שור כחו קשה ואין קרניו נאות:וקרני ראם קרניו
 נתן ליהושע כחו של שור, ואין כחו קשה,ראם קרניו נאות
:ויופי קרני ראם
 שלושים ואחד מלכים אפשר שכולם מארץ:אפסי ארץ
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conquered in the Land of Israel]. Is it possible that these kings were all
from the Land of Israel? [The answer is, that] there was not one king or
ruler who did not acquire for himself a palace and a holding in the Land
of Israel [even though he belonged to another country]. [And why so?]
Because the Land of Israel was considered distinguished to all of them, as
it is said [of the Land of Israel], “The finest inheritance of the hosts of
nations” (Jer. 3:19). - [Sifrei 33:17] [For this reason, the thirty-one kings
are referred to as “the ends of the earth.”
these are the myriads of Ephraim: The ones who are to be gored are the
myriads who were killed by Joshua who was descended from Ephraim
[Joseph’s son].
and these are the thousands of Manasseh: They are the thousands killed
in Midian by Gideon, [who was descended from Manasseh, Joseph’s
other son], as it is said, “Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor…”
(Jud. 8:10) [and the verse continues to enumerate many thousands of
hosts which were there].
18And to Zebulun he said: "Rejoice, Zebulun, in your departure, and
Issachar, in your tents.
And to Zebulun he said: These five tribes whom [Moses] blessed last,
namely, Zebulun, Gad, Dan, Naftali and Asher, have their names
repeated [e.g., “And of Zebulun he said: Rejoice, Zebulun…”], in order
to instill them with strength and power, for they were the weakest of all
the tribes. And indeed [for this reason,] they were the ones Joseph
introduced to Pharaoh, as it is said, “And from among his brothers, he
took five men” (Gen. 47:2). [Joseph took these brothers and not the
others,] because they looked weak, so that Pharaoh should not appoint
them as his war officers. — [B.K. 92a]
Rejoice, Zebulun, in your departure, and Issachar, in your tents:
Zebulun and Issachar entered into a partnership [with the following
agreement]: Zebulun would dwell at the seashore and go out in ships, to
trade and make profit. He would thereby provide food for Issachar, and
they would sit and occupy themselves with the study of Torah.
Consequently, Moses mentioned Zebulun before Issachar [even though
the latter was the elder of the two], because Issachar’s Torah came
through [the provisions of] Zebulun. — [Gen. Rabbah 99:9]
Rejoice, Zebulun, in your departure: Prosper when you go out to trade.

ישראל היו אלא אין לך כל מלך ושלטון שלא קנה לו
, שחשובה לכולם היא,פלטרין ואחוזה בארץ ישראל
: יט( נחלת צבי צבאות גוים,שנאמר )ירמיה ג

 אותם המנוגחים הם הרבבות שהרג:והם רבבות אפרים
: שבא מאפרים,יהושע
 שנאמר, הם האלפים שהרג גדעון במדין:והם אלפי מנשה
:' י( וזבח וצלמונע בקרקר וגו,)שופטים ח
:�יחוְ לִ זְבוּלֻן אָ מַ ר ְשׂמַ ח זְבוּלֻן בְּ צֵ אתֶ � וְ יִ שָּׂ שכָר בְּ אֹ הָ לֶי
 אלו חמשה שבטים שבירך באחרונה זבולן:ולזבולן אמר
 לפי,גד דן נפתלי ואשר כפל שמותיהם לחזקם ולהגבירם
 הם הם שהוליך יוסף לפני,שהיו חלשים שבכל השבטים
 ב( ומקצה אחיו לקח חמשה, שנאמר )בראשית מז,פרעה
 לפי שנראים חלשים ולא ישים אותם לו שרי,אנשים
:מלחמתו
 זבולן ויששכר:שמח זבולן בצאתך ויששכר באהליך
 זבולן לחוף ימים ישכון ויוצא לפרקמטיא,עשו שותפות
 ונותן לתוך פיו של יששכר והם יושבים,בספינות ומשתכר
 לפיכך הקדים זבולן ליששכר שתורתו של,ועוסקים בתורה
:יששכר על ידי זבולן היתה
: הצלח בצאתך לסחורה:שמח זבולן בצאתך

Page | 42 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

and Issachar: Prosper when you sit in your tents to study the Torah, to
sit [in the Sanhedrin] and to [calculate and] proclaim leap years, and to
fix the months, as it is said, “And from the sons of Issachar, those who
had an understanding of the times” (I Chron. 12:32) [and then the verse
continues,] “their chiefs were two hundred”-the chiefs of the Sanhedrin
occupied themselves with this, and in accordance with them, the seasons
and leap years were fixed [for all Israel].
19They will call peoples to the mountain; there, they will offer up
righteous sacrifices. For they will be nourished by the abundance of the
seas, and by the treasures hidden in the sand."
Peoples: of the tribes of Israel.
They will call [peoples] to the Mountain: I.e., [people from the tribes of
Israel] will assemble at Mount Moriah [on the Pilgrimage Festivals].
Every assembly took place through a “calling” [i.e., a summoning of the
people. This is why the verse speaks of the assembly of the people in
terms of “They will call”]. And there [at Mount Moriah, in the Holy
Temple], the people will offer up righteous sacrifices on the Pilgrimage
Festivals.
for they will be nourished by the abundance of the seas: i.e., Issachar
and Zebulun [will be nourished], and thereby, they will have spare time
to study the Torah.
and by the treasures hidden in the sand: Things covered up and hidden
by the sand-the tarit [or “torino,” a kind of fish], the snail [from which a
sky-blue dye was obtained], and “white glass,” all of which come from
the sea or the sand. These were found in the territory of Issachar and
Zebulun, as is taught in Tractate Megillah (6a): [Scripture says, “Zebulun
is a people who jeopardized his life to die” (Jud. 5:18). [And why?]
Because [as that verse continues], “Naftali is on the high places of the
field,” i.e., Zebulun complained [to God] about his territory, saying,“To
my brothers, You have given fields and vineyards [… while to me, You
have given seas and rivers]!” [In reply, God told Zebulun that the other
brothers will seek him out because of the hidden treasures contained
within the seas and the sands.]
the treasures: Heb. וּשׂ ֻפנֵ י
ְ An expression meaning a covering, as it is
said,“And he covered ( )וַ יִּ ְספֹּןthe house” (I Kings 6:9); and, וְ ָס ֻפן ָב ֶא ֶרז, which
the Targum renders as: “And it was covered with a covering of cedar” (I

 הצלח בישיבת אהליך לתורה לישב ולעבר שנים:ויששכר
 לג( ומבני יששכר, כמו שנאמר )דה"א יב,ולקבוע חדשים
יודעי בינה לעתים ראשיהם מאתים ראשי סנהדראות היו
: ועל פי קביעות עתיהם ועבוריהם.עוסקים בכך
יטﬠ ִַמּים הַ ר יִ קְ ָראוּ שָׁ ם יִ זְבְּ חוּ זִבְ חֵ י צֶ דֶ ק כִּ י שֶׁ פַע י ִַמּים יִ ינָקוּ
:וּשׂ ֻפנֵי ְטמוּנֵי חוֹל
ְ
: של שבטי ישראל:עמים
 להר המוריה יאספו כל אסיפה על ידי קריאה:הר יקראו
:היא ושם יזבחו ברגלים זבחי צדק

 יששכר וזבולן ויהא להם פנאי לעסוק:כי שפע ימים יינקו
:בתורה
 כסויי טמוני חול טרית וחלזון וזכוכית:ושפני טמוני חול
לבנה היוצאים מן הים ומן החול ובחלקו של יששכר וזבולן
 כמו שאמרו במסכת מגילה )ו א( זבולן עם חרף נפשו,היה
 שהיה,למות )שופטים ה יח( משום דנפתלי על מרומי שדה
:'מתרעם זבולן על חלקו לאחי נתת שדות וכרמים וכו

 ט( ויספון את, כמו שנאמר )מ"א ו, לשון כסוי:ושפני
 ותרגומו ומטלל בכיורי, ג( וספון בארז, )שם ז,הבית
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Kings 7:3). Another explanation: they will call people to the mountain:
Through Zebulun’s commerce, merchants of the world’s nations will
come to his land. Now Zebulun is located at the border, so these
merchants will say, “Since we have taken so much trouble to reach here,
let us go to Jerusalem and see what the God of this nation is like and
what they do.” And they see all Israel worshipping one God and eating
one kind of food [i.e., only what is permissible to them, and they will be
astonished], because [among] the nations, the deity of one is not like the
deity of another, and the food of one is not like the food of another. So
they will say, “There is no nation as worthy as this one!” Consequently,
they will convert to Judaism there, as our verse says,“there, they will offer
up righteous sacrifices” [and all of this will be due to Zebulun’s
commerce]. — [Sifrei 33:19]
for they will be nourished by the abundance of the seas: Zebulun and
Issachar [will be nourished], that is to say, the sea will lavish them with
wealth.
20And of Gad he said: "Blessed is He Who grants expanse to Gad; he
dwells like a lion, tearing the arm [of his prey, together] with the head.
Blessed is He Who grants expanse to Gad: This teaches us that Gad’s
territory extended far eastward. — [Sifrei 33:20]
He dwells like a lion: Because Gad was near the border, he is therefore
compared to lions, for all those who are located near the border must be
mighty [like lions, in order to protect themselves from attack]. — [Sifrei
33:20]
tearing the arm [of his prey, together] with the head: Anyone slain by
the Gadites could be readily identified: they used to cut off the head
together with the arm in one blow. — [Jonathan Ben Uziel]
21He saw the first portion for himself, because there, the portion of the
lawgiver is hidden. And he came at the head of the people; he did what is
righteous for the Lord, and what is lawful with Israel."
He saw the first portion for himself: He saw fit to take for himself
territory in the land of Sihon and Og, whose land was the beginning
(אשׁית
ִ  ֵ)רof the conquest of the Land.
because there, the portion of the lawgiver is hidden: For Gad knew

 דבר אחר עמים הר יקראו על ידי פרקמטיא של.ארזא
 והוא עומד על, תגרי אומות העולם באים אל ארצו,זבולן
הספר והם אומרים הואיל ונצטערנו עד כאן נלך עד
 והם,ירושלים ונראה מה יראתה של אומה זו ומה מעשיה
רואים כל ישראל עובדים לאלוה אחד ואוכלים מאכל אחד
 ומאכלו של,לפי שהגוים אלוהו של זה לא כאלוהו של זה
 והם אומרים אין אומה כשרה כזו,זה לא כמאכלו של זה
: שנאמר שם יזבחו זבחי צדק,ומתגיירין שם

 זבולן ויששכר הים נותן להם ממון:כי שפע ימים יינקו
:בשפע
כוּלְ גָד אָ מַ ר בָּ רוּ� מַ ְרחִ יב גָּד כְּ לָבִ יא שָׁ כֵן וְ טָ ַרף זְרוֹ ַﬠ אַ ף
:קָ ְדקֹ ד
 מלמד שהיה תחומו של גד מרחיב ועולה:ברוך מרחיב גד
:כלפי מזרח
 לפי שהיה סמוך לספר לפיכך נמשל כאריות:כלביא שכן
:שכל הסמוכים לספר צריכים להיות גבורים
 חותכים הראש, הרוגיהן היו נכרין:וטרף זרוע אף קדקד
:עם הזרוע במכה אחת
אשׁית לוֹ כִּ י שָׁ ם חֶ לְ קַ ת ְמחֹ קֵ ק סָ פוּן ַויֵּתֵ א ָראשֵׁ י ﬠָם
ִ כא ַויּ ְַרא ֵר
:וּמ ְשׁפָּטָ יו ﬠִ ם יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל
ִ צִ ְדקַ ת יְ הֹ וָה ﬠָשָׂ ה
, ראה ליטול לו חלק בארץ סיחון ועוג:וירא ראשית לו
:שהיא ראשית כבוש הארץ
 כי ידע אשר שם בנחלתו חלקת שדה:כי שם חלקת מחקק
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[through Divine transmission,] that within his territory would be
contained a portion of the field designated for the burial of“the
lawgiver,” namely Moses. — [Sotah 13b]
of the lawgiver: That portion [of the field, where Moses was buried,] was
hidden ()ספוּן
ָ and concealed from every creature, as it is said, “And no
man knows his burial place” (Deut. 34:6).
And he came: i.e., Gad came.
at the head of the people: The Gadites marched before the armed forces
in the conquest of the Land, because the Gadites were powerful, and so it
is said [of them], “Pass over, armed, before your brothers” (Deut. 3:18).
He did what is righteous for the Lord: Because the Gadites substantiated
their words, keeping their promise to cross the Jordan [and remain there
to help their brothers] until Israel had conquered and divided [the Land
among the tribes]. Another explanation: And he came-And Moses came.
[Similarly, the remaining clauses:] “At the head of the people,” and “He
did what is righteous for the Lord,” also refer to Moses. — [Sifrei 33:21]
22And of Dan he said: "Dan is a young lion, streaming from Bashan."
Dan is a young lion: Dan was also located close to the border, and so
[like Gad], he is compared to lions. — [Sifrei 33:22]
streaming from Bashan: [This is to be understood] as the Targum
[Onkelos] renders it [“His land drinks from the rivers that flow from
Bashan”]. For the Jordan [river] comes out from Dan’s territory, from
the Paneas cave, which is [a place called] Leshem, within the territory of
Dan. [The children of Dan conquered Leshem and incorporated it into
their territory, calling it Dan after their father,] as it is said,“And they
called Leshem, Dan” (Joshua 19:47). - [Bech. 55a] And its source ()זִ נּוּק
and flow is from Bashan. Another explanation [of ה ָבּ ָשׁן-ן
ַ  ]יְ זַ נֵּ ק ִמis: Just as a
water flow ( )זִ נּוּקissues from one place and divides itself [afterwards] into
two directions, similarly, the tribe of Dan [started with one territory and
ended up] taking a portion in two places. First, they took the northwest
[of the Land of Israel], namely, Ekron and its surroundings. But this did
not suffice them. So they came and fought against Leshem, which is
Paneas, located in the north-east [of the Land of Israel]. [Now Rashi
demarcates these two areas geographically:] For the Jordan comes out of

:קבורת מחוקק והוא משה
 שנאמר, אותה חלקה ספונה וטמונה מכל בריה:ספון
: ו( ולא ידע איש את קבורתו,)לקמן לד
: גד:ויתא
 הם היו הולכים לפני החלוץ בכבוש הארץ לפי:ראשי עם
 יח( ואתם תעברו, וכן הוא אומר )דברים ג,שהיו גבורים
:'חלוצים לפני אחיכם וגו
 שהאמינו דבריהם ושמרו הבטחתם לעבור:צדקת ה' עשה
 דבר אחר ויתא משה ראשי.את הירדן עד שכבשו וחלקו
: על משה אמור. צדקת ה' עשה.עם
:כבוּלְ דָ ן אָ מַ ר דָּ ן גּוּר אַ ְריֵה יְ ַזנֵּק ִמן הַ בָּ שָׁ ן
 אף הוא היה סמוך לספר לפיכך מושלו:דן גור אריה
:באריות
 כתרגומו שהיה הירדן יוצא מחלקו ממערת:יזנק מן הבשן
 שנאמר )יהושע,פמייאס והיא לשם שהיא בחלקו של דן
 דבר. מז( ויקראו ללשם דן וזינוקו וקילוחו מן הבשן,יט
,אחר מה זינוק זה יוצא ממקום אחד ונחלק לשני מקומות
 תחלה נטלו.כך שבטו של דן נטלו חלק בשני מקומות
 ולא ספקו להם ובאו,בצפונית מערבית עקרון וסביבותיה
,ונלחמו עם לשם שהיא פמייאס והיא בצפונית מזרחית
שהרי הירדן יוצא ממערת פמייאס והוא במזרחה של ארץ
 שהוא,ישראל ובא מהצפון לדרום וכלה בקצה ים המלח
 כמו, שנטל בדרומה של ארץ ישראל,במזרח יהודה
 מז( ויצא, והוא שנאמר )שם יט,שמפורש בספר יהושע
 יצא,'גבול בני דן מהם ויעלו בני דן וילחמו עם לשם וגו
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the Paneas [or Banias] cave, which is in the east [and at the northern
extremity] of the Land of Israel, and then the river flows from the north
[straight down] to the south, ending at the edge of the Salt Sea [“Dead
Sea”], which in turn, is in the east of Judah’s territory, Judah having
taken his territory in the southern part of the Land of Israel, as is
delineated in the book of Joshua (19:47). This is the meaning of what is
stated there: “And the border of the children of Dan went out from
them, so the children of Dan arose and fought against Leshem [and took
possession of it].” [So when this verse says“And the border of the
children of Dan went out from them,” it means:] Their border was
bursting outwards [as it were,] along that whole [eastern flank of the
Land] where they originally took their inheritance. [Hence, whereas Dan
started out with one territory, he ended up with two, just like a water
flow ( )זִ נּוּקis one, and divides into two]. — [Sifrei 33:22]
23And of Naftali he said, "Naftali is favorably satisfied and full of the
Lord's blessing. Possess the Sea and the south."
favorably satisfied: Naftali’s land would fully satisfy all its inhabitants.
Possess the sea and the south: The sea of Kinnereth fell within Naftali’s
portion; moreover, he took a rope’s length of fishing-coast on its
south[ern shore] for spreading out his nets and trawls. — [B.K. 81b]
Possess: Heb. יְ ָר ָשׁה. This word is in the imperative form and is equivalent
to [the simple command  ֵ]רשׁin“Go up and possess (( ” ֵ)רשׁDeut. 1:21).
The fact that the accent is placed on next to the last syllable in the word,
namely on the reish, proves this point, like the words: ( יְ ַרשׁpossess!), יְ ַדע
(know!), ( לְ ַקחtake!) and ( ְשׁ ַמעlisten!). Now, when one adds a hey at the
end of this [simple command] form, the accent is on next to the last
syllable of the word to become:  לְ ָק ָחה ְסלָ ָחה יְ ָד ָﬠה ְשׁ ָמ ָﬠהHere also,  יְ ָר ָשׁהis an
imperative form. Accordingly, in the Masoreth Gedolah , we find this in
the alphabetically arranged imperative forms of verbs, which have their
accents on next to the last syllable.
24And of Asher he said: "May Asher be blessed with sons. He will be
pleasing to his brothers, and immerse his foot in oil.
May Asher be blessed with sons: I saw in Sifrei the following (33:24):
“Among all of the tribes, you will not find one that is blessed with sons as

:גבולם מכל אותו הרוח שהתחילו לנחול בו

כגוּלְ נַפְ תָּ לִ י אָ מַ ר נַפְ תָּ לִ י ְשׂבַ ע ָרצוֹן וּמָ לֵא בִּ ְרכַּת יְ הֹ וָה יָם
:וְ דָ רוֹם יְ ָרשָׁ ה
: שהיתה ארצו שבעה כל רצון יושביה:שבע רצון
 ים כנרת נפלה בחלקו ונטל מלא חבל:ים ודרום ירשה
:חרם בדרומה לפרוש חרמים ומכמורות
 והטעם, כא( עלה רש, כמו )דברים א, לשון צווי:ירשה
, שמע, לקח, ידע, כמו ירש,שלמעלה ברי"ש מוכיח
, סלחה, ידעה,כשמוסיף בו ה"א יהיה הטעם למעלה שמעה
 ובמסורת הגדולה מצינו.לקחה אף כאן ירשה לשון צווי
:באלפא ביתא לשון צווי דטעמיהון מלעיל

כדוּלְ אָ שֵׁ ר אָ מַ ר בָּ רוּ� ִמבָּ נִ ים אָ שֵׁ ר יְ הִ י ְרצוּי אֶ חָ יו וְ טֹ בֵ ל בַּ שֶּׁ מֶ ן
:ַרגְ לוֹ
 ראיתי בספרי אין לך בכל השבטים:ברוך מבנים אשר
: ואיני יודע כיצד,שנתברך בבנים כאשר
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Asher was.” But I do not know in which regard.
He will be pleasing to his brothers: Asher pleased his brothers with
“Onpakinon oil” [oil of unripe olives, used for anointing one’s skin] and
tasty foods (?), and they please him [by repaying him] with grain.
Another explanation of “He will be pleasing to his brothers” : Because
the women who came from Asher were beautiful [and were sought after
for marriage]. This is the meaning of what is stated in Chronicles (I
Chron. 7:31). [when it speaks of Malchiel, Asher’s grandson]“he was the
father [ ִבּ ְרזָ יִ תliterally, olive-child]” that is to say, his daughters were
married to Kohanim Gedolim [and kings], who were anointed with olive
oil ( )זַ יִ ת. - [Gen. Rabbah 71:10]
and immerse his foot in oil: for his land flowed like a spring with oil. It
once happened, that the people of Laodicea were in need of oil, and they
appointed an agent [who was sent from place to place, until he found an
olive farmer. The latter brought this agent to his home, and there, the
olive farmer washed himself and then dipped his hands and feet, thereby
fulfilling our verse here: “And dip his foot in oil.” Then, he supplied the
agent from Laodicea with one million, one hundred and eighteen
thousand maneh worth of olive oil!]. — [Tractate Men. 85b]
25Your locks are iron and copper, and the days of your old age will be like
the days of your youth.
Your locks are iron and copper: Now he [Moses] addresses all Israel,
whose strong men dwelled in the border cities and would “lock up” the
Land [as it were, with their protection], so that the enemies would be
unable to enter. It was as if the Land was closed up with locks and bolts
made of iron and copper. Another explanation: Your locks are iron and
copper-Your land is “locked in” by mountains, from which iron and
copper are mined. [In this respect] Asher’s territory was [considered] the
“lock of the Land of Israel.” — [Sifrei 33:25]
and the days of your old age will be like the days of your youth: Heb.
�וּכְ יָ ֶמי� ָדּ ְב ֶא. Like the days that are your best, namely, your first days, the
days of your youth-so will be the days of your old age, days which
[ordinarily] flow away ()דּוֹא ִבים,
ֲ
are painful, and decline. Another
explanation of � וּכְ יָ ֶמי� ָדּ ְב ֶאis: � וּכְ יָ ֶמי- the days which can be enumerated as
your good days, namely, all those days on which you fulfilled the will of
the Omnipresent - �דּ ְב ֶא,ָ so will be “your flowing,” i.e., all the countries

 שהיה מתרצה לאחיו בשמן אנפיקינון:יהי רצוי אחיו
 דבר אחר יהי רצוי אחיו.ובקפלאות והם מרצין לו בתבואה
 לא( הוא,שהיו בנותיו נאות והוא שנאמר )דברי הימים א' ז
 שהיו בנותיו נשואות לכהנים גדולים הנמשחים,אבי ברזית
:בשמן זית

. שהיתה ארצו מושכת שמן כמעין:וטובל בשמן רגלו
ומעשה שנצטרכו אנשי לודקיא לשמן מנו להם פולמוסטום
:( כדאיתא במנחות )פה ב,'אחד וכו

:� ֶכהבַּ ְרזֶל וּנְ חשֶׁ ת ִמנְ ָﬠלֶ� וּכְ יָמֶ י� דָּ בְ א
, עכשיו הוא מדבר נגד כל ישראל:ברזל ונחשת מנעלך
שהיו גבוריהם יושבים בערי הספר ונועלים אותה שלא
יוכלו האויבים ליכנס בה כאלו היא סגורה במנעולים
 דבר אחר ברזל ונחשת מנעלך.ובריחים של ברזל ונחשת
 וארצו,ארצכם נעולה בהרים שחוצבין מהם ברזל ונחשת
:של אשר היתה מנעולה של ארץ ישראל
 שהן ימי תחלתך, וכימים שהם טובים לך:וכימיך דבאך
 שהם דואבים זבים,ימי נעוריך כן יהיו ימי זקנתך
 דבר אחר וכימיך דבאך וכימיך שהם טובים.ומתמוטטים
 כל הימים אשר אתם עושים רצונו של,לך כמנין ימיך
 יהיו דבאך שכל הארצות יהיו דובאות כסף וזהב,מקום
 וכל הארצות. שתהא מבורכת בפירות,לארץ ישראל
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[in the world] will make silver and gold flow into the Land of Israel. For
Israel will be blessed with fruits, so that all the countries will be supplied
by it, consequently pouring their silver and gold into it, ascorant in Old
French. Moreover, the world’s silver and gold will be depleted, because
they will pour it into your Land. — [Sifrei 33:25]
26Jeshurun, there is none like God; He Who rides the heavens is at your
assistance, and with His majesty, [He rides] the skies,
Jeshurun: There is none like God - Jeshurun, you should know that there
is none like God among all the gods of the peoples, and that their rock is
not like your Rock.
He Who rides the heavens: is the same God Who is at your assistance,
and with His majesty, He rides the skies.
27which are the abode for the God Who precedes all, and below, are the
mighty ones of the world. He expelled the enemy from before you, and
said, 'Destroy!'
which are the abode for God Who precedes all: The skies are an abode
for God who preceded ()ק ֶדם
ֶ all other deities. He selected the skies
[above] as His residence and abode, while all the strong men live below
Him.
are the mighty ones of the world: [Literally, “The arms of the world.”
This refers to] Sihon, Og, and the kings of Canaan, who were
[considered] the strength and might of the world. Therefore, despite
themselves, they will tremble and quake, and their power will dwindle
before God - the fear of one above always falls upon the one below, and
thus, He to whom power and might belong is the one who helps you, and
who...
drove out the enemy from before you: And said to you,“Destroy them!”
which are the abode: Heb. מעֹנָ ה.
ְ Every word that requires a lamed as a
prefix [meaning “for” or “to”] can instead have a hey as a suffix [and the
meaning is identical. Thus, here, the word  ְמעֹנָ הis equivalent to לַ ָמּעֹן,
meaning “for an abode”]. — [Yev. 13b]
28And Israel dwelled safely and alone as Jacob [blessed them], in a land of
grain and wine; also, their heavens will drip dew.

מתפרנסות הימנה וממשיכות לה כספם וזהבם אישקורונ"ט
 שהן מזיבות אותם, הכסף והזהב כלה מהם.[]ישפעו
:לארצכם
:כואֵ ין כָּאֵ ל יְ שֻׁ רוּן רֹ כֵב שָׁ מַ יִ ם בְּ ֶﬠז ְֶר� וּבְ ַג ֲאוָתוֹ ְשׁחָ קִ ים
 דע לך ישורון שאין כאל בכל אלהי:אין כאל ישרון
:העמים ולא כצורך צורם
 הוא אותו אלוה שבעזרך ובגאותו הוא רוכב:רכב שמים
:שחקים
וּמתַּ חַ ת זְרֹ עֹ ת עוֹלָם וַיְ ג ֶָרשׁ ִמ ָפּנֶי� אוֹיֵב
ִ כז ְמעֹ נָה אֱ�הֵ י קֶ דֶ ם
:ַויּ ֹאמֶ ר הַ ְשׁמֵ ד
 שקדם, למעון הם השחקים לאלהי קדם:מענה אלהי קדם
 ומתחת,לכל אלהים ובירר לו שחקים לשבתו ומעונתו
:מעונתו כל בעלי זרוע שוכנים
 שהיו תקפו וגבורתו, סיחון ועוג ומלכי כנען:זרעת עולם
. לפיכך על כרחם יחרדו ויזועו וכחם חלש מפניו,של עולם
 והוא שהכח והגבורה שלו,לעולם אימת הגבוה על הנמוך
:בעזרך
: ואמר לך השמד אותם:ויגרש מפניך אויב
 כל תיבה שצריכה למ"ד בתחלתה הטיל לה ה"א:מענה
:בסופה
כחוַיִּ ְשׁכֹּ ן יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל בֶּ טַ ח בָּ דָ ד ﬠֵין ַיﬠֲקֹ ב אֶ ל אֶ ֶרץ דָּ גָן וְ ִתירוֹשׁ אַ ף
:שָׁ מָ יו ַיﬠ ְַרפוּ טָ ל

Page | 48 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

safely and alone: Every single individual [will dwell safely]-each man
under his own vine and his own fig tree. [And their security will be so
sound, that] they will have no need to live together in one group, because
of the enemy.
as Jacob [blessed]: Heb. ﬠין יַ ִﬠקֹב.ֵ [The word ﬠין,ֵ has the same meaning
here] like [referring to the manna],“And its appearance ( )וְ ﬠֵ ינוֹwas like the
appearance of ( )כְּ ֵﬠיןcrystal” (Num. 11:7). [So, our verse comes to teach
us that the blessing here, of Israel dwelling ]בּ ָדד
ָ is like the appearance of
the blessing that Jacob blessed, and not like the [meaning of the word]
 ָבּ ָדדused by Jeremiah,“I dwelled alone ()בּ ָדד
ָ ” (Jer. 15:17), but like the
appearance of the promise [of secure dwelling] that Jacob made to them
[Joseph and his brothers],“And God will be with you, and bring you back
to the land of your forefathers” (Gen. 48:21). - [Sifrei 33:28]
will drip: Heb. [ יַ ַﬠ ְרפוּlike] יִ ְר ִﬠפוּ, will drip .
also, their heavens will drip dew: [Why does the verse say “also”? It
means:] Also, Isaac’s blessing will be added to that of Jacob, which states,
“And the God will give you from the dew of the heavens” (Gen. 27: 28). [Sifrei 33:28]

 כל יחיד ויחיד איש תחת גפנו ותחת תאנתו:בטח בדד
:מפוזרין ואין צריכים להתאסף ולישב יחד מפני האויב
 כעין, ז( ועינו כעין הבדולח, כמו )במדבר יא:עין יעקב
, לא כבדד שאמר ירמיה )ירמיה טו,הברכה שברכם יעקב
 אלא כעין הבטחה שהבטיחם יעקב,יז( בדד ישבתי
 כא( והיה אלהים עמכם והשיב אתכם אל,)בראשית מח
:ארץ אבותיכם
: יטיפו:יערפו
 אף ברכתו של יצחק נוספת על:אף שמיו יערפו טל
 כח( ויתן לך האלהים מטל,ברכתו של יעקב )שם כז
:'השמים וגו

29Fortunate are you, O Israel! Who is like you, O people whose salvation
is through the Lord, the Shield Who helps you, your majestic Sword! Your
enemies will lie to you, but you will tread upon their heights."

כטאַ ְשׁ ֶרי� יִ ְשׂ ָראֵ ל ִמי ָכמוֹ� ﬠַם נוֹשַׁ ע בַּ יהֹ וָה מָ גֵן ֶﬠז ְֶר� ַואֲשֶׁ ר
:� ֹחֶ ֶרב ַגּ ֲאוָתֶ � וְ יִ ָכּחֲשׁוּ אֹ יְ בֶ י� לָ� וְ אַ תָּ ה ﬠַל בָּ מוֹתֵ ימוֹ ִת ְדר

Fortunate are you, O Israel: After Moses specified the blessings to Israel,
he said to them, “Why do I have to specify all the details? In general:
Everything is yours!”
Fortunate are you, O Israel. Who is like you…!: Your salvation depends
on God, Who is the Shield that helps you and the Sword of your majesty.

 לאחר שפרט להם הברכות אמר להם מה:אשריך ישראל
: הכל שלכם, כלל דבר,לי לפרוט לכם

Your enemies will lie to you: Like, for instance, the Gibeonites, who said,
“Your servants have come from a… distant land…” (Josh. 9:9).
and you will tread upon their heights: [The meaning here is: “And you
will crush their neck underfoot,”] similar to“Place your feet upon the
necks of these kings!” (Josh. 10:24).

 תשועתך בה' אשר הוא מגן:אשריך ישראל מי כמוך
:עזרך )ואשר הוא( וחרב גאותך
( ט, כגון הגבעונים שאמרו )יהושע ט:ויכחשו אויביך לך
:'מארץ רחוקה באו עבדיך וגו
( כד, כענין שנאמר )שם י:ואתה על במותימו תדרוך
:שימו את רגליכם על צוארי המלכים האלה

Page | 49 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

Page | 50 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

Page | 51 Other Bible Studies & Audios are available at: www.153WordsofGod.com & www.HisPureLanguage.com.

